
 
The Rev’d Fr. Richard J. Robÿn 

Dear Parishioners and Friends, June 21, 2017 
 

For the last eight years, it has been my honor and privilege to serve God as the thirty-first rector 
of this church. You have welcomed me into the most sacred moments of your lives, and have 
shared in mine as well. Walking with you in good times and in bad, and offering the sacraments 
of Christ’s Church has been my duty, but also my joy. I am proud to be numbered among the 
faithful priests who have ministered in this place over the centuries. 
 

After considerable thought, counsel, and prayer, I have discerned that my time here has come to 
an end, and that God is calling me to another corner of his vineyard. Along with the faithful lay 
leadership of this church, I have labored tirelessly on our redevelopment process. Now, with 
years of effort about to bear fruit, I perceive that I am ready for new and different challenges, and 
that Trinity could also benefit from fresh ideas and perspective. In accordance with the canons of 
the Church, I have notified the Bishop and Wardens of my decision, and the Vestry have 
accepted my resignation. My last Sunday with you will be July 16, 2017. Though good-byes are 
never easy, in order to ensure a smooth and healthy transition for the church, all of my pastoral 
and sacramental responsibilities here will cease on that day. 
 

I have accepted the call to serve God as the twelfth rector of St. Mary’s-in-Tuxedo. Nestled in 
the Ramapo mountains and lakes of Orange County, New York, St. Mary’s sits at the edge of the 
historic village of Tuxedo Park, a place of great natural beauty sandwiched between two state 
parks, yet only about an hour from midtown Manhattan. 
 

I thank you from the bottom of my heart for taking a holy chance on a young and very 
inexperienced priest. Pete and I feel blessed to have been a part of this community, and are 
grateful for the welcome and acceptance we received from the very beginning. My time here has 
helped me to grow and learn so much, and I feel confident in my abilities as a rector in large part 
because of you. I hope that under my leadership you have grown and learned as well. I hope that 
you have a renewed sense of the beauty and importance of this church, both historically and in 
the present-day, and are excited about doing the work of Christian discipleship both here and in 
the wider community. I hope as well that I have fostered a sense of pride, ownership, and strong 
leadership among you, the laity. And I hope that you will always remember our time together as 
fondly as I will. 
 

In the words of St. Paul, “Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to my 
appeal, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with all of you.” (2 Cor. 13:11,13) 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Fr. Richard Robÿn 


