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From the Rector
We recently held our Harvest Thanksgiving
service at Trinity, at which we gave thanks for all
our blessings and received with gratitude
financial pledges from our members for the
coming year.  As November progresses, we
move ever closer to our national holiday of
Thanksgiving, and I am sure that you have
already been thinking of ways to contribute to
other worthy causes outside our church.

Much more than one Sunday or Thursday, we
Christians are called to a life of thanksgiving.  In that light, I would like you to
stop and take a moment or two out of your busy life and meditate on giving
thanks.  I don't want you to compile a laundry list of "things I'm thankful
for..."  Rather, I invite you to look deeper than the obvious things like food,
shelter, employment, into a way of living out your thankfulness.
 
Where do we start?  A good place is with that thing that is our source of
strength in this life and assurance of salvation in the next: the atoning
sacrifice of Jesus Christ of himself on the cross.  Each Sunday at worship,
the part of our liturgy that begins the Holy Communion is called "The Great
Thanksgiving."  In addition to each Sunday being a little Easter, we could
also think of it as being our heavenly Thanksgiving Day.
 
In the prayer of thanksgiving on page 836 of the Prayer Book, we thank God
for a number of things, among them disappointments and failures.  Here is
where living a life of thankfulness gets difficult. It's easy to give thanks when
everything goes your way, but disappointments and failures?  Failure is
something that we dread-especially we clergy.  Our fear of failure is one of
the devil's favorite tools to use against us.  One reason for this is that
because of our own fear, it is easy and tempting to revel in others'
disappointments and failures.  And we're masters of it.  A simple look, or a
well-turned phrase can send the powerful message, "You failed!"  So this
giving thanks for disappointments and failures, like everything else in a life
in community, is really a two way street.  On the one hand, the one who fails
at something has an opportunity humbly to acknowledge his or her
dependence on God alone. On the other hand, the one who witnesses the
shortcoming has the opportunity, if he or she will only take it, not to lord it
over the other, but instead to rejoice in our common humanity, our common
reliance on God alone, and offer a word of support and encouragement. 
This is life in the community of love, and something for which we can indeed
be thankful.

https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1115583324289&format=html&printFrame=true#LETTER.BLOCK11
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1115583324289&format=html&printFrame=true#LETTER.BLOCK39
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1115583324289&format=html&printFrame=true#LETTER.BLOCK40
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1115583324289&format=html&printFrame=true#LETTER.BLOCK42
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1115583324289&format=html&printFrame=true#LETTER.BLOCK44
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1115583324289&format=html&printFrame=true#LETTER.BLOCK57
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1115583324289&format=html&printFrame=true#LETTER.BLOCK58
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1115583324289&format=html&printFrame=true#LETTER.BLOCK43
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1115583324289&format=html&printFrame=true#LETTER.BLOCK31
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1115583324289&format=html&printFrame=true#LETTER.BLOCK30
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1115583324289&format=html&printFrame=true#LETTER.BLOCK32
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1115583324289&format=html&printFrame=true#LETTER.BLOCK59
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1115583324289&format=html&printFrame=true#LETTER.BLOCK48
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1115583324289&format=html&printFrame=true#LETTER.BLOCK52
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1115583324289&format=html&printFrame=true#LETTER.BLOCK60
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103630347286&id=preview


email
newsletter

 
 

Our Staff
 

The Rev. Richard Robyn,
Rector 

 
The Rev. Don Graff,

Priest Associate
 

Mary Sampson, M.A.,
Organist/Choirmaster

 
Chris Claypoole, Secretary

 
Michael Pacillio, Sexton 

 

 
Our Vestry

 
Lorraine Henry '15,
Rector's Warden

 
Sarah Putterman '15,
Accounting Warden

 
Amy Furlong '15

 
Lynne Geliebter '15,

Secretary
 

Raymond Grossmuler '16
 

Rose McClarin '14,
Treasurer

 
Susan McConomy '15

 
Charles McGee '14

 
Stew Mills '16

 
Victoria Sayers '14

 
Judith Williamson '15

 
Website Resources

Calendar

History

Mission

Newsletter Archive
 

Photos

Sermons

be thankful.
 
Even chained and in prison, Paul and Silas gave thanks to God (Acts
16:25).  As they were blessed, may God bless you in your journey of
thanksgiving.  Father Richard

Blessing of the Animals
We observed the Feast Day of St. Francis on
Sunday, October 13, with a traditional blessing
of the animals in the churchyard after the 10am
service.  Many of our parishioners and
neighbors brought their dogs to church and it
was a wonderful chance to give thanks for all
the joy pets bring to our lives.  We even
welcomed "Cookie" the cat and two hermit
crabs!  Please visit our website to see pictures
of the occasion.

Champions of Softball
One of our lifelong parishioners, Paul Graf, 82, was part of
the Royals team that won the championship in the "70 and
Over Softball League" on October 21.  Congratulations to
Paul, team manager Bob Rogers, and all the Royals!

Confirmation Class Forming
Our last confirmation class is pictured here just after
helping with a feeding ministry at St. Mark's Frankford. 
This year, children who will be 13 as of June 2014 are
eligible to join our next confirmation class.  Preparation
will take place during Church School, and in the spring. 
Fr. Robÿn will instruct the Catechumens after the 10am
service.  The focus will be on learning the basics of the

faith in preparation for confirmation by one of our bishops after Easter.  For
more information, see Mrs. Lorie Henry or Father Robÿn.

Deanery Celebration

On Sunday, October 6, churches of the Pennypack Deanery came together
for a worship celebration at St. Mark's Church in Frankford.  Our own Fr.
Robyn celebrated the Mass, and Mother Nancy Deming preached.  Fr. Jon
Clodfelter, rector of St. Mark's officiated at the baptism.  The Senior Choir of
Trinity Church Oxford was featured during the service, and at the reception
following, a bomba band from La Iglesia de Cristo y San Ambrosio provided
the entertainment.  Many thanks to everyone who participated!  Please visit
our website for pictures of the occasion. 

Diocesan Convention
On Saturday, November 9, Pete Datos, Laurie Henry and Vicki
Sayers will join Fathers Richard and Don in representing our
parish at Diocesan Convention, which will be held at the Church
of the Good Samaritan in Paoli.  Please visit the diocesan
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of the Good Samaritan in Paoli.  Please visit the diocesan
website to learn more about convention.

Episcopal Community Services
We are providing Christmas gifts for a number of children
in the Episcopal Community Services foster care
program again this year.  A board located near the font

has paper dolls with the names, ages, sexes, and ethnicities of the children
with gift suggestions.  To participate, take the top doll and write your name
on the bottom one, which will be left on the board.  Please bring all gifts to
Trinity by November 24, and remember that they should be unwrapped and
include a copy of the receipt showing the value of the gift.  ECS
recommends a value of $35.  Thank you for your generosity and for giving
the gift of Christmas joy to a child who might not otherwise experience it.

Flea Market at Trinity
The Women of Trinity hosted another successful
flea market this fall. Vendors occupied the entire
parking lot, and spilled out onto Longshore as
well as the lawn on Rising Sun Avenue!  Many
treasures were discovered (or gotten rid of!),
and the Northeast High School Players were on
hand with hot dogs and other delicious
refreshments.  The women are already planning
a similar event next spring.  Please visit our
website for photos of the event.

Halloween at Trinity
This Halloween, we opened the Buchanan
Building to our friends and neighbors for a little
"spirited" fun.  There were tables of treats for
young and old, coffee and apple cider on offer. 
The hall was festively decorated thanks to Mrs.
Graff.  Many children and parents from our
immediate neighborhood came through, and the
event proved a great opportunity to meet new
friends.  Please visit our website for photos of
the event.

Memorials
A donation in memory of Gladys Laird was given by
Dorothy Zintner.  May Gladys' soul, and the souls of all
the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in
peace.

Philadelphia Protestant Home
We are providing Christmas gifts for residents of the
Philadelphia Protestant Home again this year through their
Adopt-A-Resident program.  Instead of adopting specific
residents we are asking for donations that the home can give
to those in need.  These items should be brought to Trinity no

later than December 8 and should not be wrapped.  Suggested gifts include:
packs of cotton garments such as socks, v-neck undershirts, sweaters, or
sweat pants in sizes M-XL.  Gifts of Dove soap, gentle shampoo or
unscented hand lotion are also accepted.  Monetary gifts can be given for a
variety of needs, including haircuts and personal products. Please make
checks out to Trinity Church Oxford and note PPH in the memo line.  Thank
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checks out to Trinity Church Oxford and note PPH in the memo line.  Thank
you for your generosity and care for our elderly neighbors.

Remembrance Sunday
On Sunday, November 10, we will have a special service of
remembrance to honor those who died in the service of our
country in the armed forces, as well as first responders such
as fallen firefighters, police and EMT's.  If you know of any
veterans or someone who is currently serving, please invite
them to this special service of thanksgiving.

Stewardship
Last month, we asked all members of Trinity
Oxford to pledge a portion of the blessings
(time, talent and treasure) provided to each of
us by God for the upkeep and growth of our
Parish.  On Sunday, October 27, we gathered
the pledges for the year during our Harvest
Thanksgiving celebration.  If you forgot to turn in
your pledge card that day, don't worry, you can
put it in the offering plate in the coming weeks or
mail it in to the church office using the pre-

addressed envelope.  Thank you to all who give so generously so that we
can continue our mission of preaching the Gospel of Christ and celebrating
the Sacraments so beautifully in our national treasure church.  If you have
any questions, please see Ray Grossmuller, Stewardship Chair.

Thanksgiving Food Baskets
When you are getting together your food donations this
month, please think of Thanksgiving foods or give a cash
donation to cover the cost of perishable items (please mark
the memo line as Thanksgiving).  Also if you are able to
donate a turkey, please let Dottie Orr know.  Please bring

your donations to church on Sunday, November 17.  The GFS and Church
School will do the shopping and pack the baskets in time for them to be
delivered to the Crossan and Moore Schools.  We need volunteers to help
us deliver these food baskets.

Vestry Highlights
Due to numerous absences, a quorum was not reached at
the last Vestry meeting.  Those present discussed property
and finance matters, though no actions were taken.  Our next
regularly scheduled Vestry meeting will be held on Sunday,
November 17, after coffee hour in the Buchanan Building.

Calendar and Your Feedback
Please visit our interactive online calendar on our website that allows you to view events at Trinity by
week or month, and in a variety of formats.  You can also print out the calendar in a way that works
best for you.  Please also email any input for the December Trinitarian to me before November 27. 
Cheers, Pete (your Trinitarian editor)
 
Schedule of Events
 
Every Sunday, Mass at 8am (spoken) and 10am (with music and church school during the service,
followed by coffee hour in the Buchanan Building)
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followed by coffee hour in the Buchanan Building)
 
Every Sunday, Senior Choir Rehearsal at 8:45am in the Buchanan Building
 
Saturday, November 2, Parish Cleanup Day, meet at 9:30am in the Buchanan Building
 
Sunday, November 3, All Saints Sunday - Daylight Saving Time Ends
 
Thursday, November 7, Bell Choir Rehearsals at 7:30pm in the Church
 
Saturday, November 9, Diocesan Convention at The Church of the Good Samaritan in Paoli
 
Sunday, November 10, Remembrance Sunday
 
Tuesday, November 12, Women of Trinity at noon in the Buchanan Building
 
Thursday, November 14, Bell Choir Rehearsal at 7:30pm in the Church
 
Sunday, November 17, Vestry Meeting after coffee hour in the Buchanan Building
 
Thursday, November 21, Bell Choir Rehearsal at 7:30pm in the Church
 
Sunday, December 1, First Sunday of Advent
 
Saturday, December 14, Pageant Rehearsal at 9:30am in the Church
 
Sunday, December 15, Children's Christmas Pageant in the Church at 10am
 
Sunday, December 22, Lessons & Carols at 10am followed by greening of the Church
 
Tuesday, December 24, Christmas Eve Family Service at 7pm in the Church
 
Tuesday, December 24, Christmas Eve Concert at 10pm in the Church followed by traditional Midnight
Mass at 10:30pm
 
Wednesday, December 25, Christmas Day mass at 9am
 
Friday, December 27, Christmas Open House from 4pm to 8pm at the Rectory
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