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From the Rector
Our neighborhood has seen a surge in crime
lately-some of it deadly.  I am sure that by now
you have all heard of the killing of community
businessman Bill Glatz of Glatz's Jewelers.  I
am currently working with other neighborhood
clergypersons to craft an appropriate and
prayerful response to this tragedy to show our
neighborhood's solidarity and refusal to

become a haven for such activity.  You will be notified as plans develop.  In
the meantime, please pray for victims and perpetrators of violent crime,
and be assured that even in times like these, the love of God is with us. 
Please click here to read more of my thoughts on this matter.

300th Anniversary Fund
This is a permanent fund started by Father
Robÿn with the approval of the Vestry to honor
the 300th anniversary in 2011 of the
construction of our church building.  Its sole
purpose is to ensure that our historic church

building receives the maintenance and restoration it needs.  Through
generous contributions made by parishioners and friends of Trinity Church
Oxford, the fund is already at $11,000.
 
Do you know anyone who is interested in preserving an important piece of
American history?  Please invite your friends to see historic photos on our
website, take a tour of our grounds or even to come to worship services on
a Sunday or Holy Day-and let them know that their tax-deductible
donations are as welcome as they are!  The Restoration Fund is a great
way to involve people who might be more interested in historic
preservation than "churchy" endeavors.  Donations can be made by
clicking the "Donate" button on our website, or by sending an
old-fashioned check to our office with "Restoration Fund" in the memo line.

 All Hallows Eve
This year, Halloween falls on a Sunday, and the
children of the Church School have some special
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Calling All
Shutterbugs
We need digital photos of
Trinity goings-on:  Church
Services, Coffee Hour,
Church School, Outings,
Parish Clean-Up Days --
everything is fair game,
within the bounds of Christian
decency of course!
Please email your photos as
.jpg attachments to
info@trinitychurchoxford.org 
Use the the subject line
"trinity pix" and list the event
name, date of the photo, and
photographer's name in the
body of your email.

Trinity Tidbit
Rector's Note: During the
cleaning of the supply room
in the office, a number of
treasures were unearthed,
like the following poem.  It
really captures the essence
of this time of year in which
we remember those who
have gone before us.  If
anyone knows the author,
please let me know.  RJR
 

Old Trinity Oxford
 

Our Church is old, and rather
small

Encircled by a graveyard wall
Yet, in this quiet resting place

The pattern of the human
race is sure and clear.

 
The tower spire with cross

atop
Points Heavenward, and we

who stop
To lift our eyes, must surely

know
The Way our Lord would

have us go.
 

Inside its doors the quiet
calm

Of generations long since
gone

Lives on, to breathe a gentle
peace

"treats" in store for the 10am service.  Our readings will
include "The Witch of Endor" and "The Valley of the Dry
Bones," and will be dramatically presented.  Our music

will also raise your "spirits!"  And a special "Prayers of the People" will be
read that was written by our children.  Children and adults are encouraged
to wear tasteful costumes, and special spooky goodies will be on hand at
coffee hour.  From ghoulies and ghosties and long-leggedy beasties and
things that go bump in the night, Good Lord deliver us!

All Saints Sunday
On Sunday, November 7, we will honor all
Saints and all of our loved ones who have gone
home to be with Jesus.  If you would like a
name remembered at the Altar on November 7,
please let us know by calling our office (215)
745-6114, emailing Chris Claypoole in the
office, or by writing the names you would like
remembered on the slips of paper that will be in
the pews on October 31 and placing them in
the offering plate.

Animal Blessing
This year's blessing of the animals took place
on October 10 in the churchyard.  Many furry
friends were in attendance, and human
companions brought photos of those who don't
care to travel.  This is a fun event that teaches
us the lesson that God loves all of his
creatures.  Please visit our website to see
photos.

Bad Girls of the Bible
Father Robÿn will lead a series of four classes this fall
on Wednesday, November 17, Tuesday, November 23,
and Wednesdays, December 8 and 15.  The sessions,
held in the Buchanan Building, will begin with evening
prayer at 7pm and will conclude by 9pm.  Coffee and
light refreshments will be served.  We will be studying
the book, Bad Girls of the Bible by Liz Curtis Higgs
(available from your local bookstore or Amazon for

around $10).
 
"Ten of the Bible's best-known femmes fatales parade across the pages of
Bad Girls of the Bible with situations that sound oh-so-familiar:  Eve had
food issues.  Potiphar's Wife and Delilah had man trouble.  Lot's Wife
and Michal couldn't let go of the past, Sapphira couldn't let go of her
money, and Jezebel couldn't let go of anything.  Yet the Woman at the
Well quenched her thirst for the truth, while Rahab and the Sinful Woman



To cause our weariness to
cease

to bring us close to God.
 
We kneel in prayer, and Love

descends
To bless us, while it softly

tends
our waywardness to show.

Dear God, this hallowed spot
is Thine

the Guardian of our souls.
                                               

-Anonymous

Stewardship
In the last issue we
discussed being welcoming
and inclusive as one aspect
of Stewardship.  This month
we will talk about the "E"
word, dreaded by most
Episcopalians: Evangelism. 
This aspect of Stewardship
allows us to increase Trinity's
Time, Talent, and Treasure
resources by growing in
numbers.  Don't think that
Evangelism means going
door to door handing out
tracts.  I would be very
uncomfortable doing that and
I think you would be too. 
Here are some "tricks of the
trade."
·  Take advantage of an
opportunity that presents
itself.  For example, as we
were leaving a committee
meeting prior to the St.
Francis Day Blessing of the
Animals, we saw a neighbor
picking up after his dog.  We
thanked him and told him
when our Blessing of the
Animals would be.  Maybe
there is a neighbor touring
our churchyard, welcome her
and comment on an activity
we have planned.  Maybe
there's a friend who remarks
how active you are at Trinity,
or who says they are looking
for a Parish home.  You can
start by inviting them to a
special event at Trinity that
you think they may be
interested in.
·   Don't think they'll be
angry. 
They'll probably be flattered
that they were

left their sordid histories behind, proving that Bad Girls can have a
gloriously good future."

Baptism 

On Sunday, October 10, we welcomed Aven
Elisabeth McConomy into the Body of Christ
through the waters of Baptism.  Aven is the
daughter of Trinity member Lance McConomy
and wife Jennifer, now of Stamford,
Connecticut.  Please visit our website to see
photos.

Christ the King Sunday 

Father William Morris, the theologian in residence at
Christ Church Cathedral in New Orleans, wrote about
the feast day that we celebrate on November 21 this
year:
"The Feast of Christ the King is a good contemporary
example of how the calendar of the Christian Year

grows and changes.  For a long time, liturgical churches, including the
Episcopal Church, have felt that there was a problem with the Sundays
after Pentecost. That long season, which is about mission, ministry, and
life together, doesn't have a finale. It just peters out-and then, suddenly, it's
Advent. It needs some sort of wrap-up, an ending, that doesn't pre-empt
Advent but gets us ready for it.
The Roman Catholic Church proposed a solution when it instituted the
Feast of Christ the King (effected by Pius XI's encyclical Quos Primos, 11
Dec. 1925) on the last Sunday after Pentecost. It looks toward a time
when all the peoples of the earth come together under Christ's grace-filled
rule. While it doesn't appear by name in the prayer book calendar, many
Episcopal parishes find that it appropriately supplies a missing emphasis
and celebrate it as a fitting climax to the Pentecost season.
Probably, Christ the King will become official in the next revision of the
Book of Common Prayer, although some will likely object to the royal and
masculine language of the title."

Christmas Toy Shop
Bring your donation of new or gently used toys to
church on Sunday, November 21.  The toys will be sold
by our friends at the Free Church of St. John in
Kensington, the last Episcopal parish in one of this
nation's most impoverished neighborhoods.   Families
of limited means will be able to buy Christmas gifts for

their children and the Church School at St. John's will have funds for their
programs.  Please note that, due to health concerns, plush or "stuffed"
toys cannot be accepted.



asked even if they attend a
church where they are
happy.  Would you be
offended if someone invited
you to their church?  If they
give a polite "no thanks" it
may be something that is
filed in the back of their
heads for later or for
someone else.
·  Give one polite invite and
let it go.  Don't pressure or
nag.  We are Episcopalians,
after all.
·   If they say, ask me some
other time, make sure that
they are asked at another
time.  Wait an appropriate
time and then ask again.  We
don't want them to think
we've changed our minds.
 
Not everyone will take your
offer, but when just one soul
is won for Christ, the angels
rejoice in heaven.  God
works in mysterious ways,
often through us!
 
Mindy Weaver, Co-Chair,
Stewardship Committee

Community Thanksgiving Service
The congregations of the Lawncrest Ministerium will
gather in the Social Hall of the Philadelphia Protestant
Home on Wednesday, November 24, for a Community
Thanksgiving Service.   The Salvation Army Band will
present a concert beginning at 7pm.   The worship

service will begin at 7:30pm.   Our Rector, the Rev'd Richard Robÿn, will
be the preacher for this service.   Please bring a donation of canned food
for the local pantry.

Confirmation Class
Parents of confirmation-age children can expect to
receive a letter from Father Robÿn, as we will begin
confirmation preparation for eight young members
soon.  They will be learning the basics of Christianity in
preparation for making their adult profession of faith on
Trinity Sunday, June 19, 2011, before Bishop Lee and

the whole Trinity family.  Their preparation will include study time, service
to the community, and a camping retreat in May.  We are proud of our
young people for making this important commitment.

Daylight Saving Time Ends
Remember to "fall back" on Saturday, November 6,
before you retire for the evening, or you will be one hour
early for Mass on Sunday!  If you are early, don't worry-
Father Robÿn will find something for you to do.

Diocesan Convention
On Saturday, November 6, Father Robÿn, Judy Maile, Dottie
Orr and Vicki Sayers will attend the Diocesan Convention
that will be held again this year in the Pennsylvania
Convention Center.  The theme of the 227th Diocesan
Convention will be our final promise in the Baptismal

Covenant: to "respect the dignity of every human being."  
 
Bishop Bennison has asked that this convention mark a "great turning
point" in our life as a diocese "contemporary" to the aching spiritual and
material needs of the world Jesus Christ calls us to serve.  Please pray for
our bishops, clergy, and the people and mission of our diocese on
November 6.  For more information, please visit the diocesan website.

Election Day
Remember to do your civic duty and vote on Tuesday,
November 2, 2010!  Our own Buchanan Building will
serve as a polling place.  To find yours, please visit the
PA Department of State website or call your county
election office.



Episcopal Community Services
We have adopted children for the holidays from
Episcopal Community Services again this year.  A
board will be located near the font with the name, age

and sex of the children with gift suggestions.  These gifts will need to be
returned to Trinity by November 28.
 
In addition, ECS is looking for Volunteers to help process donations at the
Third St. office in Center City for 5-6 hrs per day during the first 2-3 weeks
of December.  Please phone ECS at (215) 351-1400 by November 15 if
you are able to volunteer for any particular day or time.
.

Music Ministry Notes
The month of November is marked with a
variety of different services and activities at
Trinity.  Bell Choir rehearsals will start on
Thursday, November 11, at 7:30pm in the
church.  There are still a few openings for bell
ringers.  Please see Mary Sampson if you are
interested in participating in this ministry.  The
choir will be practicing for the 7pm Mass on

Christmas Eve and will be playing at special services throughout the
church year.
 
On November 7, we will observe the feast of All Saints, and both our
Junior and Senior Choirs will be participating in the liturgy.  A service of
Remembrance, to commemorate those who served our country, will take
place on Sunday, November 14.  It will include special prayers, national
hymns and anthems in observance of  Veteran's Day.  November 21 is the
last official Sunday of the Church Year and also the feast of Christ the
King.  Believe it or not, November 28 is the first Sunday of Advent, and our
choirs will be singing music in preparation for Our Lord's birth. Please join
us for these joyous celebrations at Trinity Church.  SOLI DEO GLORIA! 
Mary G. Sampson, Organist/Choirmaster

Music Sponsors Needed
For the past 14 years, Trinity has had an
outstanding music program. This is due partly
to the fact that we are able to secure the
services of four section leaders, all of whom
hold music degrees, in our Senior Choir. In
order to maintain this high quality of music in
our worship services, we are asking for
sponsors to help offset the cost of the stipends

for our soloists. Each week the church must pay $280 for their services.
This includes both our rehearsal time and the time spent during our
worship at 10am. Because our financial contributions are no longer able to



support the entire choir year, we need your help. Donations of $25 or more
will be gratefully accepted for our Music Ministry on any particular Sunday
or Holy Day. This would be a wonderful way to honor a friend or family
member on a Birthday or Anniversary, or to remember a Loved One who
has passed away. Your contribution will be acknowledged in our church
bulletin. Please specify "Music Sponsor" on the memo line of your check
and the date for which it is intended, along with the name of the person
you are honoring. May God bless you for your generosity!  Mary Sampson,
Organist/Choirmaster

Newest Member of Trinity Family
Please welcome Zakara, son of N.K. and
Chulwuemeka Achike to the Trinity family! 
Mother and baby are well and resting at home. 
Big sister Odina is adjusting to the new
addition.  We wish blessings and all the best to
the whole Achike family.

Parish Clean-Up Day
Thank you to everyone who helped out with our
last parish clean-up day, including John
Annand, Sue Fillman, Paul Graf, Dottie Orr,
and Father Robyn and Pete.  We planted
hundreds of bulbs and picked up along the
wall.  Our next parish clean-up day will be on
November 13 from 9:30am to 11:30am with a
focus on clearing debris from the churchyard in

preparation for leaf pickup in December.  Our major annual leaf-raking
festivities will be on December 4, so please bring any extra leaf bags to
the church before then.

Remembrance Sunday
As mentioned in the music report, on November 14, we
will have a special service of remembrance honoring
those who died in the service of our country in the
armed forces, as well as first responders such as fallen
firefighters, police and EMT's.  If you know any veterans
or someone who is currently serving, please invite him

or her to this special service of remembrance and thanksgiving.

Sound of Music Sing-a-long
On Tuesday, October 19, a dedicated group of
ten Trinity members and family attended the
Sound of Music sing-along event in celebration
of the film's 45th anniversary.  Unfortunately or
fortunately, depending upon one's point of view,



the film was not a big draw, and there were only three other people in
attendance-can you believe it?  In typical style, however, the songbirds
from Trinity carried the whole score handily.  The Latin hymns in the
convent were left to Father Robÿn, of course.

Stewardship
From the Committee:  The ingathering of pledges was
held on Sunday, October 24.  Thank you to all who
pledged.  In addition to your financial pledge, we hope
that you checked off the talents and skills that you can
share with Trinity, skills that will be critical for our next
312 years!  If you haven't turned in your pledge yet,
please do so now.  The Vestry will be accepting pledges

every Sunday this month at both services, or you can send to the office. 
More cards are available in the church if you did not get one.  Lori Henry &
Mindy Weaver
 
From the Rector:  Many thanks to those who have turned in their pledge
cards.  We need to have a pledge from every member-YOU make this
parish function.  Extra special thanks to those of you who have made the
special commitment to work toward tithing.  For more information about
this biblical standard of giving, please click here.  We have a long way to
go before our $70,000 budget gap is closed, but I have faith in God and in
you to make it happen.  May God bless you in your giving.  RJR

Thanksgiving Food Baskets
We are accepting donations of food and money for
Thanksgiving food baskets.  Please bring your
donations to church on Sunday, November 21.   The
GFS will do the shopping and pack the baskets in time
for them to be delivered to the Crossan and Moore
Schools.  We need volunteers to help us deliver these

food boxes.  Please see Dottie Orr for more information.

Vestry Highlights
At our October meeting, the Vestry approved the bid
from J & J Spills to remove the underground oil storage
tank at the Parish House.  We received the signed
contract from PGW and are awaiting the installation of
new gas service at the Parish House.  We also learned
that Elliott Lewis is nearing completion of their work with

the new Parish House boiler and circulator, and the new lining in the
chimney is to be finished by the end of this month.  Our next Vestry
meeting is on Monday, November 15 at 7pm.

Women of Trinity
Nellie would like to thank the ladies of Trinity
for generously providing the Halloween candy



which was distributed to the church school
children.  We hope they had as much pleasure
in partaking of them as we did while preparing
the holiday bags.  In November, our group will
fix a Thanksgiving basket which will be given to
a family in the parish.

 We would also like to remind all the women of the parish that we would
welcome new members to join us at our monthly meetings and in
participating in our community projects.  Call or email Nellie Duddy to learn
more about our events or for information about becoming a member.

November Calendar

Every Sunday
Holy Eucharist (spoken) at 8am
Holy Eucharist (sung) at 10am
 
Every Sunday
Senior choir rehearsal at 8:45am in the Buchanan Building
Junior choir rehearsal at 11:10am in the Choir Room
 
All Hallows Eve (wear your costumes to church)
Sunday, October 31, at 10am in the Church
 
Girls Friendly Society Meeting
Tuesday, November 2, at 7pm in the Children's House
 
Diocesan Convention
Saturday, November 6, from 8am to 5pm at the Pennsylvania Convention Center
 
All Saints Sunday (remember clocks "fall back" one hour the night before)
Sunday, November 7, at 8am and 10am in the Church
 
Women of Trinity Meeting
Tuesday, November 9, from noon to 2pm in the Buchanan Building
 
Property Committee Meeting
Thursday, November 11, at 7pm in the Buchanan Building
 
Bell Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, November 11, at 7:30pm in the Church
 
Parish Clean-Up Day
Saturday, November 13, from 9:30am to 11:30am
 
Remembrance Sunday
Sunday, November 14, at 8am and 10am in the Church
 



 
 

Vestry Meeting
Monday, November 15, at 7pm in the Buchanan Building
 
Girls Friendly Society Meeting
Tuesday, November 16, at 7pm in the Children's House
 
Bad Girls of the Bible
Wednesday, November 17, at 7pm in the Buchanan Building
 
Bell Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, November 18, at 7:30pm in the Church
 
Prayers & Squares Meeting
Saturday, November 20, from 9am to noon in the Buchanan Building
 
Christ the King Sunday
Sunday, November 21, at 8am and 10am in the Church
Please remember to bring your new or used toy for St. John's toy shop and a donation for our
thanksgiving food baskets.
 
Bad Girls of the Bible
Tuesday, November 23, at 7pm in the Buchanan Building
 
Community Thanksgiving Service
Wednesday, November 24, at 7pm in the Social Hall of the Philadelphia Protestant Home
 
First Sunday of Advent
Sunday, November 28, at 8am and 10am in the Church
Please remember to bring your gift for your adopted child thru ECS
 

Your Feedback is Important
Please email Chris Claypoole or call her at (215) 745-6114 in the church office with any questions or
input for next month's Trinitarian.  We are especially interested in your feedback about the new
format for the Trinitarian and whether you know of anyone in our community who is not receiving
their copy (if so, please let us know their most current email address or else a home mailing
address). 



 
 

Forward email

This email was sent to peter.datos@gmail.com by info@trinitychurchoxford.org.
Update Profile/Email Address | Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.

Email Marketing by

Trinity Church Oxford | 6901 Rising Sun Avenue | Philadelphia | PA | 19111


