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From the Rector
After a long Epiphany season, we come again to
the shadows and penitence of Lent on Ash
Wednesday.  Traditionally, we come to our
churches, kneel down, and allow a priest to
smear greasy black dirt on our foreheads.  At
any other time of the year, I think that many
would be repulsed by this action, yet on this one
day, as we have for centuries, we consider it a
holy thing.  Holy, yes, but this ritual is just odd
enough that each year it prompts a good deal of
discussion.  What about the curious gospel

reading that accompanies the rite: "Beware of practicing your piety before
others in order to be seen by them; for then you have no reward from your
Father in heaven." (Mt. 6:1)? Just what do the ashes mean for Christians?

As we embark on this journey of penitence, we do so scripturally with a
warning about practicing our piety in order to be noticed by others, and yet
we leave our churches with a pious sign emblazoned on our foreheads. At
first glance, these things can appear to be in conflict with one another.  Yet
consider that every time we gather to worship, every time you appear in
public wearing a cross around your neck, you are practicing your piety
publicly.  Our Lord's warning is not against overt displays of piety that glorify
God, but rather against false piety used to gain personal recognition.  As St.
Chrysostom said, "[Jesus] is not focusing simply on the outward act done,
but on the inward intent."
 
The Prayer Book tells us that the ashes are a "sign of our mortality and
penitence," and a remembrance that, "it is only by [God's] gracious gift that
we are given everlasting life." (p. 265)  Indeed, during the burial rite, there
are numerous references to our mortal bodies being made of and returning
to earth, dust, ashes.  Therefore, the ashes that we display on our
foreheads are a sort of spiritual "reset button." They are the very thing which
we came from, and whence we are going.  We don't often like to think about
that, but the ashes are a way of literally putting that thought in the forefront
of our minds.  It is also a way to show our thanksgiving for the hope we have
of eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ, that is the knowledge we have
that through him, returning to the earth is not the end of the line, but rather,
just the beginning.  And what more appropriate way could there be to show
our thanks, and to prepare to participate fully and rightly in the Paschal feast
than to spend a season in penitence, prayer and fasting?
 
May God bless you in this Lenten season.  Father Richard 

Annual Meeting
Our Annual Parish Meeting will be held on April 27th.  If you
are the chairperson of a committee or group, please submit
your group's report for inclusion in the annual report to me no
later than March 15th.  The report may be emailed to
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later than March 15th.  The report may be emailed to
tcoannualreport@gmail.com or given to me on any Sunday in
February.  Lorie Henry, Rector's Warden

Candidates for Vestry
The annual meeting is almost upon us.  After a long
winter I welcome a new chapter in our parish.  As the
snow is washed away and grass and trees are coming to
life so is Trinity.  Between now and the annual meeting
on April 27, the vestry is looking for new members to
take the place of members rotating off. Currently we
have 4 positions to fill.  My term is up but I have agreed

to stay on for another three year term.  So it is your turn to step up and get a
behind the scenes view of how the parish operates.  This is all part of
Stewardship in the church.  Stewardship is not just pledging monetarily, it is
also about taking an active role in the church.  The bible mentions numerous
times regarding stewardship and I wanted to share this passage: Whatever
you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men (Colossians 3:23).

So my fellow parishioners, now is the time we need your voice on the vestry
so we can continue the mission of the church. If anyone has any questions
about how much time is needed to commit please contact me or any vestry
member.  In Fellowship, Chuck McGee, Nominating Committee

Daylight Saving Time
Remember to "spring ahead" on Saturday, March 8,
before you retire for the evening or you will be one hour
late for church on Sunday.

Easter Memorials
If you would like to contribute to the beautiful music and
flowers that fill our church at Easter, envelopes are
available in the church or you may send a check to the
office no later than April 14.  Please be sure to note the
loved one in whose memory or thanksgiving the donation
is given.

Facebook
It's all about social media these days, so we've decided to
start posting Trinity photos on our Facebook page.  Even if
you're not on Facebook yourself, you can visit our page and
check out what people are saying about Trinity.  If you are on
Facebook, please make sure you "like" Trinity and share

posts that are of interest to you with your own Facebook friends.  Together
with our website and newsletter, our new social media outreach will
hopefully connect even more people with our Trinity community.

Gospel of Freedom
During the season of Lent, Bishop Dan has invited all of
the clergy of the diocese to read the book, Gospel of
Freedom, along with him and to share it with their
parishioners.  The book's author, Jonathan Rieder,
examines Martin Luther King, Jr.'s "Letter from
Birmingham Jail" as one of the masterpieces of American
moral argument.

You are invited to read the book and join us on April 2
and 9 at 6:30pm, where we will share a meal, discuss the
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and 9 at 6:30pm, where we will share a meal, discuss the
book and watch the American Experience episodes entitled, "1964."  That
was a year in which many things changed.  Those who lived through it have
a lot to share with those who didn't.  This will be a fitting compliment to our
ongoing study of the emergent church and the cultural aspects that affect it. 
Please contact Fr. Robyn for a copy of the book.

Lent at Trinity
Jesus spent forty days fasting in the desert during which
he endured temptation by Satan.  Ash Wednesday marks
the beginning of Lent, a forty day liturgical period of
prayer and fasting, and will be celebrated at Trinity on
March 5 with liturgies at 10am (spoken) and 7pm (with
music) in the Church.  Both services will include the

imposition of ashes, which echoes the ancient Near Eastern tradition of
throwing ashes over one's head to signify repentance before God.

Each Wednesday in Lent, we will celebrate the Holy Eucharist in the
traditional manner at 10am in the Church.  All are welcome!  Please note
that throughout Lent we will be using Rite I (traditional language, remember
your thee's and thy's) and Father Richard will celebrate at the altar facing
east, the ancient tradition of the priest and people all praying toward the
rising sun, a symbol of our shared hope in the Resurrection.

Lenten Learning
During the Lenten season, there will be an opportunity
for an inter-generational learning experience after coffee
hour in the Buchanan Building.  We will be taking a look
at life in the ancient Roman Empire, where Christianity

had its beginnings.  The series will be capped off with a field trip to the
Franklin Institute to view the exhibit, "One Day in Pompeii", on March 30.

Lenten Outreach
Please pick up a mite box or a Lenten offering envelope
in the church and support this year's giving to Episcopal
Community Services for Philadelphians in need.

Mardi Gras Party
On Sunday, March 2, the Buchanan Building
was transformed into a Mardi Gras wonderland
where we all enjoyed jambalaya, beignets, king
cake and chicory coffee while wearing beads
and listening to New Orleans music.
 
Please visit our Facebook page for more
pictures of this celebration.  Many thanks to all
the folks who helped prepare the meal and Betty
Graf for the festive décor.  Congratulations to

Sarah Henry and Jason McConomy who found the lucky king cake babies!

Memorials
Dean S. Smith died on February 15 at the age of 61,
after a prolonged illness.  Mabel McMurray, sister of
Margaret Romer and Edith McMurray, died on January
19 at the age of 96.  The three sisters will be buried
together at Trinity Church Oxford following a graveside
service sometime in June.  May their souls, and the souls
of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest
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of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest
in peace.

Music Ministry
March will be a busy month for our choirs.  The Bell
Choir will be playing the voluntary, "Holy, Holy, Holy",
before the 10am service on March 2.  The remainder of
the month will be spent rehearsing on Thursday nights
for the Palm Sunday liturgy.  Many thanks to the
Putterman family for donating new handbell gloves.
 

Our Senior Choir will present "Jesu Meine Freude", a sacred cantata by
Dietrich Buxtehude on Sunday, March 30 at 10am.  This cantata is based on
the hymn tune "Jesus, Joy, and Treasure".  It will feature soloists Noel
Williams, Soprano; Thomas Capobianco, Tenor; and Clint Williams, Bass.
 
In addition, our Senior Choir has been rehearsing "A Service of Darkness"
by Dale Wood.  It will be sung at the Service of Tenebrae on Good Friday. 
Stay tuned for more musical happenings next month.  SOLI DEO GLORIA! 
Mary Sampson, Organist/Choirmaster

Presiding Bishop's Lenten Message
"So as you enter Lent, consider how you will live in
solidarity with those who are hungry, or broken, or ill in
one way or another," Episcopal Church Presiding Bishop
Katharine Jefferts Schori said in her Lent Message
2014.  The full text of her remarks along with a video can
be found online.

Property Update
Wow, I don't remember in my lifetime when we had
measurable snow on the ground from mid-December
through February.  If I don't pick up a shovel for the rest
of the winter I won't be unhappy.  Moving on to business
at hand, there have been some ongoing heating
problems plaguing our property.  Most have been
resolved.  The heater in the Children's house is now back

on, Torresdale oil company came out to prime the lines after delivering oil to
an empty tank.  Elliot Lewis has come out to address the heat in the church. 
Lastly the heat in the Parish house as you well aware has some issues that
need immediate attention.
 
Historic Restorations was here on Tuesday to reinstall the window in the
Buchanan Building and also to replace 2 broken panes of glass in the
church. I'm waiting for the bill to come in the mail so we can make payment. 
There is a cleanup day scheduled for Saturday April 5, 2014 at 9am.
Hopefully all of the snow will be gone and we can spruce up the churchyard
for Easter.  I contacted Willow tree service to confirm that we want their
service to remove the stump outside the Buchanan Building. I told them to
do this at their convenience.
 
That is all I have to report, I'm hoping for a calm spring.  Peace to all. 
Respectfully Submitted, Chuck McGee, Property Chairperson
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Special Recognition
On Sunday, March 2, Trinity honored Luann DeLuca and Joe Bachman for
their 20 years of service to our parish as bookkeeper and accountant. 
Current and former Wardens who have worked alongside Luann and Joe
came together to offer their thanks and a specially written prayer.  We look
forward to many more years of working together in partnership for Trinity.

Vestry Highlights
At the February meeting of the Vestry, in addition to other
routine business, members discussed the upcoming Lenten
programs, nominations for vestry seats, and preparations for
the annual meeting in April.  Additionally, the Parochial
Report for 2013 was reviewed and accepted.  The next

meeting of the Vestry will be Sunday, March 23, after coffee hour in the
Buchanan Building.

Calendar and Your Feedback
Please visit our interactive online calendar on our website that allows you to view events at Trinity by
week or month, and in a variety of formats.  You can also print out the calendar in a way that works
best for you.  Please also email any input for the April Trinitarian to me before March 27.  Cheers, Pete
(your Trinitarian editor)
 
Schedule of Events
 
Every Sunday, Mass at 8am (spoken) and 10am (with music and church school during the service,
followed by coffee hour in the Buchanan Building)
 
Every Sunday, Senior Choir Rehearsal at 8:45am in the Buchanan Building
 
Sunday, March 2, Mardi Gras luncheon follows the 10am service
 
Wednesday, March 5, Ash Wednesday, lent begins, liturgies at 10am (spoken) and 7pm (with music)
 
Sunday, March 9, The First Sunday in Lent
 
Tuesday, March 11, Women of Trinity meeting at noon in the Buchanan Building
 
Wednesday, March 12, traditional Holy Eucharist (spoken) at 10am in the Church
 
Thursday, March 13, Bell Choir Rehearsal at 7:30pm in the Church
 
Sunday, March 16, The Second Sunday in Lent
 
Wednesday, March 19, traditional Holy Eucharist (spoken) at 10am in the Church
 
Thursday, March 20, Bell Choir Rehearsal at 7:30pm in the Church
 
Sunday, March 23, The Third Sunday in Lent, Vestry Meeting after coffee hour in the Buchanan
Building
 
Wednesday, March 26, traditional Holy Eucharist (spoken) at 10am in the Church
 
Thursday, March 27, Bell Choir Rehearsal at 7:30pm in the Church
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Sunday, March 30, The Fourth Sunday in Lent, Easter Cantata during the 10am service; visit to the
"One Day in Pompeii" exhibit after church
 
Wednesday, April 2, traditional Holy Eucharist (spoken) at 10am in the Church; pot-luck Lenten meal
and "Gospel of Freedom" discussion at 6:30pm in the Buchanan Building (please bring a simple dish to
pass)
 
Saturday, April 5, Property Cleanup Day, meet at 9:30am in the churchyard
 
Sunday, April 6, The Fifth Sunday in Lent
 
Wednesday, April 9, traditional Holy Eucharist (spoken) at 10am in the Church; pot-luck Lenten meal
and "Gospel of Freedom" discussion at 6:30pm in the Buchanan Building (please bring a simple dish to
pass)
 
Palm Sunday, April 13
 
Maundy Thursday, April 17
 
Good Friday, April 18
 
Easter Sunday, April 20
 
Sunday, April 27, Annual Meeting after the 10am service
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