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My Dear People, 
As I write this letter, 
the day after Ash 
Wednesday, the 
weather is still gloomy 
here in Philadelphia, 
but the temperatures 
are slowly rising and 
melting the mounds of 

snow that have been such a strain on our 
life together over the last few weeks.   
Personally, I will be very happy to see the 
large amounts of ice slide off the roof of 
the rectory.  It makes an awful racket 
when it comes down, and scares the dog 
and cat, but it is music to my ears! 
The eve of S. Valentine’s Day, February 
13, Mr. and Mrs. Scott and Laurie 
(Tuttle) Yuhnke were joined in Holy  
Matrimony by me at this parish.  It was a 
joyous and emotionally full ceremony 
with beautiful music provided by our 
long-time organist, Mrs. Mary Sampson, 
and chorister Ms. Jessica Kasinski.  At the 
reception, the best man and maid of 
honor shared some lovely thoughts about 
their newly-married friends, and the 
Philly Phanatic even made an             
appearance.  Both the flower girl and I 
found him (it?) so terrifying that we made 
our exits at that time.  The happy couple 
make their new home in Roslyn, and we 
wish them all the best. 
Our Wednesday Lenten worship services 
began on Ash Wednesday with two 
masses, both with the blessing and      
imposition of ashes on the foreheads of 
the penitent.  We also enjoyed a simple 
but tasty supper of soup, bread and fruit 
prepared by the children of the Church 
School.  A tip of the biretta to our      
Accounting Warden and Altar Guild 
member, Mrs. Judy Maile, for burning 
last year’s blessed palms for our ashes—a 
messy job and one we are grateful to her 
for performing so well. 
Continuing for the next five        
Wednesdays, we will have a simple mass 
at 10:00 am in the church, as well as an 
evening activity in the Buchanan      
Building.  We begin at 6:00 pm with  

worship and a simple supper, and then 
continue with a study of the seven last 
words (or phrases) uttered by Jesus as he 
hung on the cross.  We end by 8:00 pm.  
This is an intergenerational activity, and 
each time our younger friends attend, 
their names go into a drawing for an 
iPod!  The more you attend, the greater 
your chance to win.  The drawing will be 
held on Easter Sunday before the egg 
hunt in the churchyard. 
Holy Week begins on March 28 with 
Palm Sunday. There will be ONE service 
at 9:00 am.  Weather permitting, we will 
bless the palms outside and process 
around the church (Disston gate, Oxford, 
Longshore and back) and then reenter 
the church for the singing of the Passion 
according to S. Matthew and the mass. 
There will be simple masses Monday, 
Tuesday, and Wednesday in Holy Week 
at 10:00 am in the church. 
Maundy Thursday observances will take 
place Thursday, April 1 at 7:00 pm in the 
church.  This is the day that we          
commemorate the institution of the Holy 
Eucharist and the Sacred Priesthood.  At 
this service, the presanctified Host is 
taken in procession to the Altar of      
Repose in the Buchanan Building, where 
it will remain overnight, in remembrance 
of Jesus’ agony in the garden.  We will 
keep watch with our Lord until midnight 
in response to his plea to his disciples, 
“Could you not wait with me one hour?”  
We will also reverently strip the altar and 
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sanctuary of all appointments and ritually 
cleanse the altar stone. 
Good Friday According to ancient tradi-
tion, our Lord was crucified on a Friday 
at noon and died at 3:00 pm.  Eastern 
Orthodox Christians call these the “Royal 
Hours”.  With this in mind, our obser-
vances will take place Friday, April 2, at 
12 pm in the church.  At this service, we 
venerate the cross and receive commun-
ion from the Blessed  Sacrament conse-
crated the night before.  We hear the Pas-
sion according to S. John. 

(Continued on page 2) 



At its February 22, 2010 meeting, Trinity’s Vestry: 
 
 Learned that the Oxford Child Care Center, Inc. has caught up in 

its rent payments. 
 Set the framework for a New Ministry Review which will eventually 

culminate in developing a Strategic Plan for Trinity’s future. 
 Determined that the Finance Committee, or a sub-committee 

thereof, should develop a fee structure for special-event tasks        
performed on Trinity’s grounds, which are not currently accounted 
for in established policies. 

 Learned that Bishop Michel, an avid baseball fan, has arranged for 
an “Episcopal Day” at the Phillies on Labor Day.  Details will be 
forthcoming. 

Respectfully submitted,  

~L. Stephanie Smith, Vestry Member 

Vestry Highlights 

followed by an Easter egg hunt in the 
churchyard. 
May you have a blessed and spiritually 
beneficial Lent. 
 
Affectionately, your Friend and Pastor, 
 

 
 

Fr. Richard J. Robÿn 

Easter Even, or the Great Vigil of 
Easter will take place Saturday, April 
3 at 7:30 pm in the church.  At this 
service, we light the new fire and 
paschal candle, we hear the story of 
salvation history in the prophecies, 
and we celebrate our Lord’s resurrec-
tion with great joy and fervor. 
Easter Sunday, April 4, there will be 
ONE service at 9:00 am.  This will 
be a festive mass with special music 

The Rector’s Letter—continued... 

 

When the 
first blizzard 
of 2010 
blessed us 
with two 
feet of 
snow, hearty       

parishioners, in true Trinity spirit, 
pitched in to make sure that our    
Sunday services took place without 
interruption.  In this photo, Pete   
Datos leads intrepid worshipers in 
song. 

Picture of the 

Month 
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Regarding the Rector 

What makes it guilty is that Father 
Robÿn’s Guilty Pleasure is Desperate 
Housewives.  I know several of us 
join him on that score.  With all the 
hustle and bustle of being Trinity’s 
Rector, the last question in our se-
ries discovers how he likes to relax. 

Father Robÿn’s favorite way to relax 
is: 

A. Taking Missy to the Dog Park. 

B. Driving on Roosevelt Blvd. 

C. Reading a fun book. 

D. Puttering around the house & 
gardening. 

The Pledge Report 
 

Pledges Expected:  Jan. 2010 $5,416.67 
Pledges Received:  Jan. 2010 $7,841.00 
$ Surplus for January 2010 $2,424.33 * 
% Surplus for January 2010 44.76% * 
*Don’t be fooled by the numbers for January.  The 2010 Operating Budget is  

$275,000 but Trinity’s total projected income is only $204,000.                                                   

We’ve started the year $70,000 in the red. 



          Soup’s On! 
The Women of Trinity prepared home-
made soup and froze it for future use for 
shut-ins of the parish. Originally, the soup was to be   
prepared in the Buchanan building by the Women’s 
group, but the severe snow accumulation forced a change 
in plans. The result was that a batch of beef noodle was 
prepared by Maureen Lee at her home, and Nellie Duddy 
made chicken noodle. 
Please keep in mind this soup is frozen and is available in 
the coming months.  Let Father Robÿn , Nellie Duddy, 
or any member of the Women’s group know of anyone 

who could utilize a portion of this 
home-prepared dish. 
      

~Nellie Duddy 

 Parish News 

Father Knows 

Guidelines for keeping a holy and profitable Lent: 
  
1.  Fasting  The weekdays (not Sundays) in Lent are all 
fast days, meaning that the amount of food is            
reduced.  A good rule might be no snacks, seconds,   
desserts or alcohol.  The idea is to undertake something 
sacrificial, yet not overwhelming.  Ash Wednesday and 
Good    Friday are strict fasts: one full meal in the eve-
ning, and a light meal in the afternoon.  Those whose 
health, work and age permit should fast.  Meat should 
be avoided on Wednesdays and Fridays, if possible. 
2.  Mass  Lent is a good time to add a weekday Mass to 
your schedule.  At Trinity, we offer Mass Wednesday 
mornings at 10:00.  We also have evening worship    
followed by light supper and study Wednesday evenings 
in Lent starting at 6:00 in the Buchanan Building. 
3.  Spiritual Reading  An ancient custom is to read a 
spiritual book during Lent.  This can be Holy Scripture, 
the early Fathers, or a contemporary work. 
4.  Daily Office  Lent is a good time to start the         
discipline of reading Morning and Evening Prayer from 
the Prayer Book.  The Daily Office nourishes us with 
Scripture, Psalms and prayers from the rich Anglican 
Tradition. 
5.  Confession  A sacramental confession during Lent is 
an opportunity for thorough self-examination as well as 

(Continued on page 4) 

Easter Memorials 
If you would like to contribute to the 
Easter flowers or Easter music either in 
memory of a loved one or in thanksgiving 
for a blessing, make sure your information 
is in the office no later than Palm Sunday, 
March 28.    Flower memorials begin at 
$10.00.  Music donations may be in any 
amount. 

You may put your memorial on the       
offering plate on a Sunday, using the envelopes provided.   

You may also mail your contributions and the following 
information to the church office:  

 Your name or envelope number 

 Whether your donation is for flowers or music 

 What you want the Easter bulletins to read 

~Dottie Orr 
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Have you picked up 
your Lenten Mite 

box?   If not, please pick one up in 
the church on the shelf by the font.  
They are a way to exercise two 
Lenten disciplines:  almsgiving and 
self denial (if you put in money you 
were going to spend on something 
self-indulgent).   

If you would rather send a donation 
to the church office, you may do so.  
Please write the words “Lenten    
Offering” on the memo line of your 
check. 

The offerings this year will be sent to 
the ongoing relief effort in Haiti. 

Mite Boxes 
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Notice of Annual Meeting and Vestry Elections 

 At our Annual Meeting on April 25th 
we will be electing Vestry members, 
three Diocesan Convention delegates 
and three Deanery delegates.       
Nominations may be made to Dottie 
Orr, Jeff Pyle or Stephanie Smith. 
The Vestry meets on one Monday 
night a month for about 2 hours to 
conduct the business of Trinity.  The 
term of office is for three years.   A 
second term may be sought, but no 
one can serve for more than six      
consecutive years, after which one 
must rotate off for a minimum of one 
year. 
Vestry members are expected to      

participate in the life of the Parish:  to 
attend services regularly, to fill out 
your pledge card; and to attend some 
of the social and special events of the 
parish.   You will serve on two       
committees of your choice, perhaps 
chairing one. 
You will be scheduled with another 
Vestry member to count the Sunday 
offering and post to the parishioners’ 
accounts about once every six weeks. 
Altogether you are looking at about 
three to four hours a month in       
addition to your worship.  Please give 
serious consideration to being a     
candidate for the Vestry.    ~Dottie Orr 

Wednesdays in Lent 
Starting on February 
24th there will be a   
service of Holy Eucha-
rist at 10:00 A.M. in 
the church.   At 6:00 
P.M. there will be a 
program for all ages in 
the Buchanan Build-

ing.  This year we will be studying the 
Seven Last Words of Christ. 

The evening begins at 6:00 P.M. with 
worship.   At 6:20 we will have a    
potluck dinner.  (Please bring enough 
of something to feed four or more 

people.)   At 7:00 P.M. we will study 
our theme, do crafts or activities, and 
be cleaned up and on our way home 
by 8:00 P.M. 

Everyone who attends all of the 
Wednesday morning or evening series 
gets a plant at Easter.  Each time a 
child attends on Wednesday evening, 
his or her name will be placed in a 
drawing for an iPod!  

The drawing will be held Easter      
Sunday before the egg hunt. 

There will be an acolyte meeting in 
the church on Saturday, March 27 
from 10:30 a.m. to noon.  All      
acolytes will work on the skills they 
need every Sunday as well as practice 
the special rites involved involved 
with Holy Week. 

Only the acolytes that are present at 
the rehearsal will be able to take part 
in the Holy Week liturgies. The 
morning will end with a pizza lunch. 

Acolyte Meeting 

a spiritual “spring cleaning” in preparation for the great 
Feast of Easter.  Fr. Robÿn is available to hear confessions 
most days during Lent, as well as at other times during the 
year.   
Please phone or email (rector@trinitychurchoxford.org) to 
make an appointment. 
6.       Service  As well as giving up in Lent, take some-
thing on.  Our Church School children have made posters 
which are up in the Buchanan building with ideas on 
good things to give up and good things to take on.  Great 
wisdom comes “out of the mouths of babes.”  Your loose 

change can be collected in traditional “mite boxes”, which 
are available in the church.  This year’s Lenten offerings 
are designated for Episcopal Relief and Development’s 
important work in Haiti. 
 7.  Liturgical Changes  Lent is a time of great penitence 
and solemnity.  For that reason the color is purple, the 
candles are of unbleached wax, there are no flowers adorn-
ing the church, there is less music, and the music we do 
have is appropriate to the season.  The flowers and music 
are meant to be missed.  With the singing of the Gloria in 
excelsis at the Easter Vigil, the purple will change to festive 
white, white candles will be lit on the altar, there will be 
lilies everywhere, joyous music, and best of all, the  
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  May God bless you 
as we journey through the shadows of Lent.   ~RJR 

Father Knows  (Continued from page 3)    



Can You Trust Anyone (Or Thing) Over 30? 

 National News 

(To read the complete article, please visit 
www.diopa.org.) 

Reflections on the 30th Birthday of 
the 1979 Book of Common Prayer 
by Kevin Moroney 
With this busy year coming to an end 
it seems that we have neglected to    
celebrate the 30th birthday of our   
current edition of the Prayer Book. 
While it certainly caused some distress 
upon its introduction, and despite the 
fact that many still refer to it as “the 
new Prayer Book,” the ’79 Book of 
Common Prayer is only six years away 
from matching the life span of the 
1892 Prayer Book, and only eleven 
years away from attaining the longevity 
of the 1928 Prayer Book. So it seems 
appropriate to spend some time      
reflecting on the impact of this book, 
as well as to consider how close this 
Prayer Book may be to its “sell by” 
date. 
Regarding the impact of the book, I 
think it can be fairly said that the basic 
vision of the book, that of the baptized 
community gathering for the Eucharist 
each Sunday, has been achieved…Thus 
the ’79 Prayer Book has made us a 
Eucharistically centered people. 
Second, I think it can be fairly said 
that the baptismal theology that      
undergirds the entire book has had a 
significant impact on our church.   
Baptism as a public celebration is now 
the norm, and the frequency with 
which we invoke the Baptismal     
Covenant in our theological discourse 
suggests that Episcopalians now find 
their identity through baptism rather 
than through any other means…. 
Third, it is easy to forget that it was the 
’79 Prayer Book that provided us with 
the full offering of Holy Week services. 
One would be hard pressed to find an 
Episcopal parish today that does not 
keep the Triduum in some way,      
culminating in the Great Vigil of 
Easter, and this is a direct result of the 

provisions made in our current Prayer 
Book. 
Fourth, communion of all the         
baptized, while not specifically      
stipulated in the Prayer Book 
(although it is implied in the opening 
rubric to the service: “Holy Baptism is 
full initiation …”), was introduced  
during the same period as the Prayer 
Book. ...The ’79 Prayer Book has made 
us a church where all the baptized are 
welcome to receive the Eucharist. 
Last, the ’79 Prayer Book was the first 
to include the three year cycle of    
readings. Like the Holy Week services, 
we are now so used to having a three 
year cycle which includes a reading 
from the Hebrew Bible that it is easy to 
forget that we previously had a one 
year cycle with only Epistle and      
Gospel. Thus the ’79 Prayer Book has 
made us as much a people of the Word 
as it made us a people of the           
Sacrament. 
Taken together ,  these points          
demonstrate that the ’79 Prayer Book 
has been very effective in shaping both 
our beliefs and our liturgy, and for this 
we can be thankful. 
However, there are some points to  
consider which suggest that we may 
once again be nearing the time for  
revision. First, the language of the 
Prayer Book is in some ways dated and 
in some ways overly plain....Several 
Anglican Provinces who revised their 
liturgies around the same time that we 
did have gone on to revise them again, 
in part to address these two concerns. 
Both the Church of England and the 
Church of Ireland have done so. 
Second, the rise of Eucharistic        
centrality which resulted in the demise 
of Morning Prayer, coupled with the 
removal of the readings from the 
Prayer Book, have worked together to 
render most of the contents of the  
current Prayer Book unused….Thus 
any future revision work may want to 
consider what is actually needed in the 

Prayer Book and what 
can be shifted to the 
Book of Occasional 
Services. 
So do we need a new Prayer Book? We 
certainly don’t need a Prayer Book that 
represents as radical a departure as this 
one did. But updating the language 
would be appropriate, integrating some 
of the material from Enriching our 
Worship may be called for, and      
consideration could be given to the 
contents of the Prayer Book in light of 
current use. 
Regardless, on this 30th birthday of 
our Prayer Book, let us give thanks for 
its many blessings, let us forgive its 
shortcomings, and let us be mindful 
that the ministry of liturgical renewal is 
never fully accomplished. 

Kevin Moroney is the Rector of Christ 
Church, Ithan (Villanova) and is an    
Adjunct Professor for Liturgy and Greek at 
the Lutheran Theological Seminary at 
Philadelphia 
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An excerpt from a       
somewhat humorous story 
from Episcopal Life 
Online:    

“SCOTLAND: Police upset with 
monks' high-powered wine 
By Al Webb, February 11, 2010  

A small band of Benedictine monks 
in the south of England has come 
under fire for producing a fortified 
wine that critics describe as the 
"scourge of Scotland" for its high   
alcohol content. “ 

Parishioners’ suggestions for articles 
of interest are welcome!  

World News 



People of all faith      
traditions, even none at 
all, are welcome to  
worship at Trinity.  

Please join us! 
Sundays: 

7:30 am  Morning Prayer  

8:00 am  Holy Eucharist 

(spoken)  

10:00 am  Holy Eucharist 

(with choir)  

Sunday School for children is  available 

during the 10 a.m. Mass 

March Lesson Calendar 
These are the Bible readings appointed 

for the Sundays in February. 
 
Mar. 7:  III Lent  
Exodus 3:1-15 
Psalm 63:1-8 
1 Corinthians 10:1-13 
Luke 13:1-9 
 
Mar. 14:  IV Lent 
Joshua 5:9-12 
Psalm 32 
2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
 

Mar. 21:  V Lent 
Isaiah 43:16-21 
Psalm 126 
Philippians 3:4b-14 
John 12:1-8 
 
Mar. 28:  Palm Sunday 
The Liturgy of the Palms 

Exodus 15:27-16:7a 
Luke 19:28-40 
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 

The Liturgy of the Word 
Philippians 2:5-11 
Matthew 26 & 27   

Sunday Service Schedule and Bible Readings 
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Worship and Educational Events 

Wednesdays:  3/3, 3/10, 3/17, 3/24:   

 10:00 a.m. Mass (in Church) 
 6:00 p.m. Worship (Buchanan Bldg.)  
 6:20 p.m. Supper 
 7:00 p.m. Inter-generational Program and       

Activity 
We will be reflecting on the seven last words of Christ and 

how they impact our lives. 
Holy Week: 
 Palm Sunday (3/28) - 9 a.m Mass 
 Mon., Tues., Wed. (3/29-3/31) - 10 a.m. Mass 
 Maundy Thursday (4/1) - 7 p.m. Mass 
 Good Friday (4/2) - 12 noon Mass 
 Easter Even (4/3) - 7:30 p.m. the Great Easter 

Vigil  
 Easter Sunday (4/4) - 9:00 a.m. Mass 

Events at Trinity 

Acolyte Rehearsal:  Sat., March 27, 10:30 a.m. 

Bell Choir:  Rehearsals in the Church on Thurs-
day evenings from 7:30 pm-8:15 pm—Mar. 4, 11, 
18, 25; Perform on Palm Sunday, Mar. 28 
GFS:  Meets in the Children’s House from 7pm-
8:30 pm— Dates TBA 
Jr. Choir:  Rehearsals in the Church after the   
Sunday 10 am Mass—Mar. 7, 14, 21, 28 
Sr. Choir:  Rehearsals in the Buchanan Building 
on Sundays at 8:45 am; Sing at the 10 am Mass—
Mar. 7, 14, 21, 28 
Parish Clean Up Day:  Sunday, Mar. 21, after the 
10 am Mass 
Property Committee:  Thursday, Mar. 11 in the 
Buchanan Building at 7pm 
The Trinitarian:  Submissions for the March issue 
are due March 8, 2010 to:  

trinitarianeditor@yahoo.com 
Vestry Meeting:  Mon., March 15 —Buchanan 
Bldg. at 7pm 
Vestry Symposium:  Sat., March 13, from 8:15 am 
to 12 noon at Good Samaritan, Paoli 
Wardens’ Meeting:  In the Church Office at 9:30 
am; Date TBA 

Outreach Events 
Alcoholics Anonymous Mtgs:  Sunday Nights, 
7:00PM-9:30 PM; Location: Buchanan Building.   

Narcotics Anonymous Mtgs:  Friday Nights, 7:30PM-
9:00PM; Saturday Nights, 12:00 MIDNIGHT—
Location: Buchanan Building.  



The Banns 

We remember and pray for your saint departed, Jane Huttlin, and for 
her husband Don. 

In Our Thoughts and Prayers 

 Odds & Ends 
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I hereby publish the 

banns of marriage 

between  

Jessica Lynn Annand 

and  

Scott Andrew Lyons 

If anyone knoweth any reason why 

this marriage ought not to take 

place, thou art bidden to declare it. 

This is the first time of asking. 

The Rev. Richard J. Robyn 

Daylight Saving Time Begins  

March 14, 2010 

Set your clocks ahead 1 hour 

I was curate at Trinity from 1966-67. 
I and the Rector, Noble Smith, were 
called Mister.  3 Sundays each 
month the service was Morning 
Prayer. 

Today I am retired in the Diocese of 
Albany, NY; Have worn Mass      
Vestments; [and] been called Father 
for about 40 years.  

Yes things have changed!  Very glad 
to see how active the old place is!! 

Blessings on Trinity Church, 

Father Mike+ Shank  

A Blast from the Past 

Committees must turn in their reports for the Parish   Annual Report 

by Tuesday, April 6.  Please submit your report to the church office 

as a Word document attached to an email, if at all possible, c/o  

trinitychurchoxford@gmail.com.   

In lieu of an electronic copy, a hardcopy may be submitted. The    

Parish Annual Report will be available to parishioners one week 

prior to the Annual Meeting. 

Annual Reports Due 

WANTED:   

Parish Photographer 

Please contact Fr. Robÿn 
to volunteer to take  
pictures of Trinity’s 
events, especially 

Easter! 



The Reverend Richard J. Robÿn, Rector 
Mary Sampson, M.A., Organist/

Choirmaster 
Chris Claypoole, Secretary 
Michael Pacillio, Sexton  

 
Our Vestry 

Dorothy Orr (‘10), Rector’s Warden 
Judith Maile (‘12), Accounting Warden 

Lorraine Henry (’11), Secretary 
Lynne Geliebter (’12) 

Angela Lyons (‘11) 
Pamela McCracken (’12) 

 Robert Miller (’12) 
Jeffrey Pyle (’10) 

L. Stephanie Smith (‘10) 
Melinda Weaver (’11) 
Lois Annand, Treasurer  

 
Interim Trinitarian Editor 

L. Stephanie Smith,  
trinitarianeditor@yahoo.com 

Pennypack Deanery Lenten Offering 

Trinity Church, Oxford (office) 

6901 Rising Sun Ave. 

Philadelphia, PA 19111 

Phone: 215-745-611 

Fax: 215-745-1258 

E-mail: trinitychurchoxford@gmail.com 

Trinity Church, Oxford 
Located at Longshore and Oxford Avenues 

 

 

The Church Building is 
Wheelchair Accessible 

 

As one body in Christ, we invite people 

of all faiths, even those of no faith, to 

join us in our worship services. 

7:30 AM 

8:00 AM 

10:00 AM 

Morning Prayer 

Holy Eucharist 

Holy Eucharist 

Church School 

10:00 AM Classes during the academic year. 

Our Staff 

 

 

 

Address Label 

Our Mission 

Our mission is to follow our Lord Jesus Christ and to spread His      

Gospel; to seek and to serve God in all persons; to worship in the     

Episcopal tradition; to respect our colonial heritage; and to share our 

gifts and resources with others. 

Visit us on the web! 

www.trinitychurchoxford.org 

Postage  
here 

  

“Jesus said to him, Feed my lambs.” 
 

Join the sisters and brothers from the area churches of the        
Pennypack Deanery as we take a turn feeding the hungry on       
Saturday, March 20, 2010 From 10:00 AM to 1:30 PM at          
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Frankford (4442 Frankford Ave.) 
Philadelphia 

Together we will plan, prepare and serve the food, as well as pray 
and engage in fellowship with those who come through the doors 
at 11:30 AM. 

Sign up with your Priest to participate and watch for details! 

 

Sponsored through the North East Committee on Homelessness,           
The Rev. Jon Clodfelter, President and Rector of St. Mark’s Church. 


