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From the Rector
Happy New Year to one and all!  As the
Epiphany season winds down, and the beautiful
decorations are put away, we are faced with the
reality of slogging through another messy,
unpredictable Philadelphia winter. We've already
faced down a "snowpocalypse," that turned out
(thank goodness) to be more hype than anything
else.  I'm sure that many of you, like me, are
already thinking of things like crocus, daffodils,
and bird songs.  But even though the ground

may be frozen hard, the church remains a hive of buzzing activity.

Of great interest and excitement (to me especially) is the work we have
done in preparation for moving our office from 6901 Rising Sun Ave., to 601
Longshore Ave., the old Sexton's cottage.  Many of you already know how
much I enjoy historic interiors, and our current office is certainly a "period
piece," to put it kindly.  Just recently, the "historic" drop ceiling partially
collapsed right over our parish secretary's desk, causing quite a bit of
excitement.  I think we can all agree that some things are better off
relegated to the mists of time and legend!  To this end, the vestry has
approved the recommendation of the property committee to engage Past
Forward Architecture to design and manage renovations of the new office
space.  If all the stars align, we could be cutting the ribbon on Kickoff
Sunday next fall.  If you have any questions about this endeavor, please feel
free to ask me or any vestry member.
 
Renovating and moving our office is not just something that is nice to do. 
Rather, it is a part of a much larger program of redevelopment and
reimagining that will equip Trinity to meet the challenges of today and move
boldly into the future.  Several years of ongoing discernment and prayer are
now just beginning to bear tangible fruits, but our work is far from complete. 
I ask for your continued prayer for the vestry, the redevelopment committee,
the property committee, and me, as the work of renewing our mission
unfolds.  Blessings, Father Richard
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Highlights of the
Year

 
Kickoff Sunday
September 7

Advent at Trinity
During Advent, the people of Trinity took full
advantage of the season to prepare for
Christmas.  After coffee hour each Sunday, we
studied the scriptures used in Handel's
"Messiah" (to be continued in Lent).  And on
Saturday, December 13, more than 45 members
and friends of Trinity gathered to see a
performance of Christmas Carol at the Walnut
Street Playhouse.  Following the play, a group
joined Father Richard for a luncheon at City

Tavern, a historic landmark.  Please visit our Facebook page for pictures of
the event.

 

Annual Meeting
Our Annual Parish Meeting will be held on April 12th. If you are
the chairperson of a committee or group, please submit your
group's report for inclusion in the annual report to me no later
than March 22nd. The report may be emailed to the church
office.

 

Candidates for Vestry
Nominations to serve on the vestry are now open.  There
are six vacancies to be filled.   In order to be considered,
you must be a pledging member of Trinity for at least two
years, in good standing, and attend Sunday services on
a regular basis.  As a member of the vestry, you will be
expected to attend the monthly vestry meeting, which is
currently held after the 10am service on the last Sunday

of the month and you will also be expected to serve on at least one
committee.  New vestry members will be elected at our annual meeting on
April 12th.  We will also elect delegates to Diocesan Convention and
Deanery Representatives.  If you feel called to serve in one or more of these
capacities, or would like more information, please see a member of the
nominating committee:  Lorie Henry, Amy Furlong, Lynne Geliebter, Susan
McConomy, and Judy Williamson.

 

Call to Serve
Have you felt called to serve Trinity in a different way
than you are currently serving?  How about learning
about serving as a Eucharistic Minister? A Lector?  An
Acolyte?  We currently have a need for people to serve
in these capacities - especially Eucharistic Minister and
Acolyte.  If you are interested in serving in this way,
please see Lorie Henry, Father Robyn, or contact the
church office.
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Sunday, October 5

Animal Blessing

 
Harvest Sunday

October 19

 
All Saints Sunday

November 2

 
Remembrance Sunday

November 9

 
Saturday, November 15
Diocesan Convention

 
Sunday, December 21

Lessons & Carols

 
Wednesday, December 24

Christmas Eve Services

 
Epiphany Sunday

January 4

 
Sunday, February 15
Mardi Gras Luncheon

 
Ash Wednesday

February 18

 
Palm Sunday

March 29

 
Maundy Thursday

April 2

 
Good Friday

April 3

 
Easter Sunday

April 5

 
Pentecost Sunday

May 24

 
Trinity Sunday, May 31

Annual Picnic

Christmas at Trinity
For more than 300 years, people have
celebrated Christmas in our historic church. This
year, parishioners and friends of Trinity
welcomed the Christ Child again surrounded by
candlelight on Christmas Eve. At the early
service, we dedicated a new set of hand bells
and the bell choir rang beautifully.  Before the
more traditional "Midnight Mass", our organist
and senior choir presented a beautiful concert of
Christmas music which set the tone for the

choral mass, which included a dramatization of the Nativity, from the baby
John leaping in Elizabeth's womb to Jesus' birth.  Please visit our Facebook
page for pictures of this event.

 

Confirmations and Church School
After a brief hiatus from classes during the Advent
Season, the confirmation class is back in full swing!  In
addition to our weekly classes, we are planning an
outreach project volunteering at St. Mark's Church,
Frankford in early March; and in May we will take a day
trip to New York as an educational opportunity and
reward for their hard work this year.  If you would like to

be confirmed or received by Bishop Dan during his visit on Trinity Sunday,
May 31, please see Father Richard.

Our younger students continue to learn the stories of the bible and Jesus'
teachings through storytelling and activities just right for their age.   While
our class is small, we are truly blessed to have such faithful and pleasant
students at Trinity!

 

Concert Invitation
Our own choir member, Sarai Cole, will be performing
an evening of opera arias at 7pm on Saturday,
February 7, at the Hatboro Baptist Church (32 North
York Road, Hatboro).  Selections will include arias
from Verdi, Puccini, Mozart, and Massenet, among
others.  Tickets may be purchased at the door for $15
and a reception will follow.  All are welcome.

 

Daylight Saving Time
Remember to "spring ahead" on Saturday,
March 7, before you retire for the evening or you
will be one hour late for church on Sunday.
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Family Reunion
Our own Betty Graff was featured in a television news
story recently sharing the remarkable reunion she
experienced with her long lost brother.  Please visit the
WGN website to view this story.

 

Greening of the Church
After a wonderful Lessons & Carols service,
parishioners stayed to help with the greening of
the church for Christmas. Thanks to everyone
who helped set up the candles, crèche, flowers,
tree and greenery in the church on December
21. The church looked beautiful for Christmas
and our hard work was rewarded with our
famous baked potato lunch.  Please visit
Trinity's Facebook page for  pictures of the
event.

 

Lent at Trinity
Jesus spent forty days fasting in the desert during which
he endured temptation by Satan.  Ash Wednesday marks
the beginning of Lent, a forty day liturgical period of
prayer and fasting, and will be celebrated at Trinity on
February 18 with liturgies at 10am (spoken) and 7pm
(with music) in the Church.  Both services will include the

imposition of ashes, which echoes the ancient Near Eastern tradition of
throwing ashes over one's head to signify repentance before God.  Each
Wednesday in Lent, we will celebrate the Holy Eucharist in the traditional
manner at 10am in the Church.  All are welcome!

 

Lessons & Carols
We celebrated our traditional Advent Lessons & Carols
service on December 21.  The choir and soloists
beautifully led us in seasonal anthems and carols, joined
by the Bella Corda string ensemble and interspersed with
readings heralding the Nativity.  Many thanks to our
talented musicians and Mary Sampson, Organist and
Choirmaster.  Please visit Trinity's Facebook page for

pictures of the event.

 

Mardi Gras Party
Trinity will mark the beginning of Lent with a Mardi Gras
luncheon on Sunday, February 15, after the 10am
service.  The menu will include items prepared in the
spirit of New Orleans Mardi Gras, with Father Richard
providing the jambalaya and King cake; please bring a
side dish or sweets to share.  Please visit our Facebook

page for pictures of last year's event.
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Memorials
Thank you to everyone who gave so generously at
Christmas for the beautiful flowers and mellifluous music
that filled the church.  Please see below for a full list of
the gifts given in memory or thanksgiving of loved ones. 
May the souls of all the faithful departed, through the
mercy of God, rest in peace.

 

Music Ministry
Christmas at Trinity was celebrated with the glorious sound of our choristers,
the ringing of our new bells and the wondrous sound of our string
ensemble.  Special thanks to all of our musicians for their hard work and
dedication in making this possible.  We also appreciate the many donations
made to our Music Memorial Fund which helped to finance our ministry. 
May God bless you for your generosity.

Looking ahead, our Senior Choir has been busy rehearsing music for
Epiphany and Lent.  Very soon, they will begin rehearsals for the "Lenten
Canticles," a cantata by John Leavitt, which will be performed on Good
Friday.  Bell Choir rehearsals resume on February 5 as we prepare for
ringing in Lent and Palm Sunday.  More details will follow next month.  Soli
Deo Gloria!  Mary Sampson, Organist/Choirmaster

 

Property Update
Several trees along Disston Street were
removed recently due to their age.  Willow Tree
Company removed the trees (the one pictured
here was estimated to be at least 200 years old)
and Oehler Masonry will come out and repair
the historic wall when weather permits.  Several
years ago we received a bequest from the

Whitaker family for the express purpose of planting new trees in the
churchyard - with all the storm damage and tree removal that has been
necessary recently, we hope to use this bequest soon to beautify our
churchyard for generations to come.

 

Rector's Open House
Many thanks to everyone who helped make the annual
Christmas party at the rectory on December 27 so
festive, especially Jonathan Bowen, who led us on the
piano, and everyone who helped with food and serving!



 

Vestry Highlights
The Vestry continues to move forward with the
redevelopment of both the 6901 property (Parish House) and
the 601 Longshore Ave property (Children's House).  At its
January meeting, the Vestry voted to partner with Leila
Hamroun, of Past Forward Architecture, for the

redevelopment of the Children's House into a multi-function space that will
include the church office.  Leila will develop a minimum of three design
options for the space and will assist the Property Committee in choosing the
design to meet our current and future needs.  Leila will also serve as project
manager and will assist us in identifying the best contractor for the
redevelopment as well as manage the behind the scenes work with permits
and approvals with the city.  The Property Committee anticipates the project
to be complete by early Fall.

The Vestry also received an update on the 6901 property redevelopment
from Amy Furlong, who is serving as the primary contact for this project. 
Amy has been working closely with our Realtor to secure a tenant for the
property and progress is being made.  The Vestry voted to permit the 6901
Committee to begin the process to have the property rezoned as a
commercial property (it is currently zoned residential).  This process can
take between four and six months and will cost between $50,000 and
$75,000.  While we were hoping to have potential tenants absorb this cost,
we have come to realize that in order to make the property more attractive, it
is worth the investment in order to obtain quality tenants.

 
The Vestry accepted with regret the resignation of Sarah Putterman as
Accounting Warden.  Among her many contributions, Sarah was
instrumental in the early phases of the 6901 Redevelopment Project, and
we are grateful for her service.

 
The next meeting of the Vestry is on Sunday, February 22, after coffee hour
in the Buchanan Building.  Please do not hesitate to speak with Father
Robyn or a member of the Vestry about any questions or concerns you may
have about the programs or projects going on at Trinity.  You are always
welcome to join a committee or even just attend a meeting to gain more
information about a project you are wondering about.  Remember, the
Vestry is here to serve you and we welcome your feedback!

 

Your Feedback
Please email any input for the March Trinitarian to me before February 27.  Cheers, Pete (your
Trinitarian editor)
 
Schedule of Events
 
Every Sunday, Mass at 8am (spoken) and 10am (with music, followed by coffee hour in the Buchanan
Building)

 
Every Sunday, Senior Choir Rehearsal at 8:45am in the Buchanan Building
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Every Sunday (except first Sunday of the month when children stay for 10am service), Confirmation
Class at 9am in the Church, Church School during the 10am service

 
Thursday, February 5, Bell Choir Rehearsal at 7:30pm in the Church

 
Sunday, February 15, Mardi Gras Celebration follows the 10am service

 
Wednesday, February 18, Ash Wednesday, Lent begins, liturgies at 10am (spoken) and 7pm (with
music)

 
Thursday, February 19, Bell Choir Rehearsal at 7:30pm in the Church

 
Sunday, February 22, Vestry Meeting after coffee hour in the Buchanan Building

 
Wednesday, February 25, Lenten Mass at 10am in the Church

 
Thursday, February 26, Bell Choir Rehearsal at 7:30pm in the Church

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Trinity's Top Chef
 

Tortellini Soup
 
 
Ingredients:
1 lb uncased Italian Sausage
1 one onion
1 large bell pepper
2 large carrots
2 bay leaves
1 large container of beef broth
2 cups of water
1 large bag of cheese tortellini
salt 
pepper 
parsley
oregano
olive oil
grated Parmesan cheese
 
Directions:
Form sausage into small balls and brown them in the bottom of a large stock pot that has been lightly



coated with olive oil.  As sausage is browning, chop the onion, pepper and carrots.  Once sausage is
browned, add the onion, pepper and carrots and lightly sauté.  Add bay leaves, salt, pepper, parsley
and oregano to taste.  Add beef broth and water.  Bring to a boil.  Add tortellini and continue to boil until
tortellini floats.  Re-season to taste.  Sprinkle bowled soup with Parmesan cheese and serve with
crusty Italian bread.  Enjoy!

 
 
 
 

Patrons of our Christmas Flowers, Advent and Christmas Music
 

Christmas Flowers
Father Richard Robÿn in thanksgiving for past Rectors of Trinity Church, the Trinity Church, Oxford

church staff; the good people of Trinity Church, Oxford * Father Robÿn in loving memory of Jan Robÿn;
Francis and Beatrice Bickings; Norman and Edith Rice; Peter and Anna Robÿn; Francis White, Jr.;
John Sampson; Edna Heddendorf, Marie DeWitt* Pete Datos in loving memory of Paul Sullivan;
Steven and Mary Datos; Vasilios and Julia Cormas; Panayiotis and Antigone Papadatos *Mary

Sampson in loving memory of John and Mary Rogers Marzen, J. Clyde and Dorothy Sampson, and
Eileen Rogers McDowell *The Women of Trinity in loving memory of deceased members * Chuck and

Chris Claypoole in loving memory of Harold and Shirley Claypoole * Laurie and Scott Yuhnke in
thanksgiving for Henry and Marissa * Berenice Glatthorn in loving memory of loved ones * Dolores

Reese in loving memory of the Reese and James Families *Georgeann Bowers in loving memory of
June Bowers * Susan O'Donnell in loving memory of the Amos and O'Donnell families and in

thanksgiving for the Henderson family * Ginny McCracken in loving memory of Thomas McCracken, Jr.
* Joe and Judy Williamson in thanksgiving for family and friends * Sue Fillman in loving memory of

Susanna Kirk Millan * Don and Betty Graff in loving memory of faithful pets, Missy and Thrasher * Mr.
and Mrs. John Spadea in thanksgiving for loved ones * Paul Graf in loving memory of Herman and

Kate Graf * Jason and Susan McConomy in thanksgiving for our parents, brothers and sisters * Pam
McCracken in thanksgiving for family and friends * Jack and Mary Washington in loving memory of
Fred and Marjorie Washington, Melville and Marie Towner and in thanksgiving for our children and
grandchildren  * The Mills Family in loving memory of William and Marie Oettinger * Tom and Nellie
Duddy in loving memory of deceased family members * William E. McConomy in loving memory of

Debbie McConomy * Myrna Tuttle in thanksgiving for my grandchildren, Shaun, Averie and Mia Tuttle,
Marissa and Henry Yuhnke * The Geliebter Family in loving memory of loved ones that have died *
Maria Mejia in loving memory of Lyndsey McKee and Laurena Navarrete * John and Lois Annand in

loving memory of Eunice and John Annand, Sarah and Oscar Felke, William and Ethel (Sis) Feilke, in
memory of our loved ones and Abby D. Annand * Edith Dersch and Fred Dersch in loving memory of
Mary and Fred Dersch, Emma and Henry Hammer, Jennie F. Dersch, Mr. and Mrs. Charles F. Dersch,

Sr., Helen A. Witte and Dean Smith * Judy Santianni in loving memory of Blaise * The McGee Family in
loving memory of family and friends  * Karl and Lorie Henry in loving memory of Eunice and John

Annand, Sarah and Oscar Felke, Joe and Ruth DeFant, Karl Henry * Beverly Kent in loving memory of
Jack Kent, Harold and Shirley Claypoole, David Claypoole and friends * Chuck and Janice Tucker in
loving memory of Charles A. and M. Etta Tucker, Sr., Raymond and Sara Laganella, Kenneth W. and

Vivian I. Tucker * Raymond and Linda Grossmuller in thanksgiving for all of life's blessings * Clara
D'Amico in thanksgiving for all of life's blessings * Sylvia Longman in loving memory of my husband,

Jack Longman and in thanksgiving for our family * Clara D'Amico in thanksgiving for all of life's
blessings * Susan Gellak in loving memory of Pat Hamilton and in thanksgiving for family and friends

 
Advent & Christmas Music

Father Richard Robÿn and Pete Datos in thanksgiving for the musicians and choirs of Trinity Church,
Oxford * The Women of Trinity in thanksgiving for our music program * Mary Sampson in loving

memory of John Sampson * Mary Sampson in thanksgiving for my children and grandchildren and for
the choirs of Trinity Church * Kate Sampson in loving memory of my Dad * Amy and Eric Liberi in

loving memory of our Dad, John Sampson * Laurie and Scott Yuhnke in thanksgiving for family and
friends * Don and Betty Graff in thanksgiving for the adoption of Elliott Williams * Georgeann Bowers in

loving memory of Nelsa Bowers *Susan O'Donnell in loving memory of the Amos and O'Donnell
families and in thanksgiving for the Henderson family *  Joe and Judy Williamson in loving memory of

Lincoln Maclain * Mr. and Mrs. John Spadea in loving memory of the Spadea and Demo families * Sue



Fillman in loving memory of loved ones * Paul Graf in loving memory of Herman and Kate Graf *
Georgeann Bowers in loving memory of Edith Roemhild * Judy Gallagher Herman in loving memory of
Marion and George Gallagher and their granddaughter, Holly P. Stoner * Phil and Lynne Geliebter in
thanksgiving for Ryleigh, Jocelin, Sage, Charlotte and Aurora * Maria Mejia in thanksgiving for being

part of a welcoming community * Myrna Tuttle in loving memory of loved ones * William E. McConomy
in thanksgiving for the McConomy family and grandchildren * The Mills Family in loving memory of
Stewart and Thisbe Mills * Dolores Reese in thanksgiving for my family and health * Tom and Nellie
Duddy in thanksgiving for our family and friends * Georgeann Bowers in loving memory of Norma
Eggnolf * Jason and Susan McConomy in thanksgiving for Kathleen and James * John and Lois

Annand in thanksgiving for our children and grandchildren * Judy Santianni in thanksgiving for Mary *
The McGee Family  in thanksgiving for the Music of the Season * Karl and Lorie Henry in thanksgiving

of Anna, Sarah and Iain * Beverly Kent in  thanksgiving for family and friends * Chuck and Janice
Tucker in thanksgiving for Maria Mejia * Linda and Raymond Grossmuller in loving memory of Enrico
D'Amico * Clara D'Amico in loving memory of Enrico D'Amico * Sylvia Longman in loving memory of
my husband, Jack Longman and in thanksgiving for my children * Susan Gellak in loving memory of

Ralph (friends son) and in thanksgiving for everything * John and Rita Fardone in loving memory of Val
Fardone
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