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From the Rector
At this time of year, even as the days grow
shorter, we experience new beginnings.  For
some, a new school year begins, for others, it is
the start of a new program year.  Right now our
diocese is in the midst of a new beginning of its
own.  For almost a century, Trinity was under the
oversight of the Bishop of London.  After the
American Revolution, the Episcopal Church was
founded right here in Philadelphia, and our first
American bishop was the Right Reverend

William White.  Another two centuries on, we are now happy to welcome the
sixteenth Bishop of Pennsylvania, the Right Reverend Daniel G. P.
Gutierrez.  Bishop Gutierrez comes to us from his native New Mexico, and
will be visiting Trinity as part of his diocese-wide pilgrimage on Monday,
September 12, at 1pm.

Thanks to the hard work of Bishop Clifton Daniel, diocesan leadership and
the search committee, there was a palpable sense of unity at Bishop
Gutierrez's consecration that I have not experienced since coming here
seven years ago.  There is a lot of work that we all have to do together, and
we should not expect our new bishop to magically heal old wounds and
make everything "good".  However, we should rejoice that through prayer,
discernment, and the work of the Holy Spirit, we have an able and gifted
shepherd among us.

Please join me in welcoming our new bishop with open arms.  One way to
do this is to join your parish family for kickoff Sunday (details below).  Our
church is blessed with many families with children and youth of various
ages. One of the challenges this presents is competing schedules. We
understand that not everyone can be in church every Sunday, but
attendance is vital, both to our church as a whole and to your spiritual life. 
So I encourage you, as we make a new beginning as a diocese, to make a
new beginning on a local level.  If you've never missed a Sunday, that's
fantastic! If you can only be here every other Sunday, we love to see you! 
However, I think now is a great time to consider how much your presence at
worship means to the greater community.  We are one body. If you need a
ride, just let someone know! We miss you when you're not here, and it is not
a bother to pick you up.
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Highlights of the Year

I don't have to tell you what a special place Trinity is, not only in the lives of
its members, but in the community as a whole.  Let's use this new beginning
to make a new commitment to our diocese and ourselves!

Blessings,
Father Richard

Kickoff Sunday
We will celebrate our annual "Kickoff Sunday" on September
18, when we return to our normal schedule of two services,
8am and 10am. At the 10am service, we will be joined for
worship by our full Senior Choir, commission our next Sunday
School class, and enjoy fellowship at our fall picnic.

Baptism
On Sunday, July 31, 2016, we welcomed Aubrey
Lynne McIntosh into the body of Christ through the
waters of baptism.  Grant, Lord God, to all who have
been baptized into the death and resurrection of
your Son Jesus Christ, that, as we have put away
the old life of sin, so we may be renewed in the spirit
of our minds, and live in righteousness and holiness;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

Birth
Congratulations to Katie & Michael Prete on the birth of their
daughter Ellie Rey on July 24.  Everyone is overjoyed, especially
Ellie's sister Charlotte, and her grandparents Lynne and Phil
Geliebter!

Bishop Gutierrez Consecrated
The Right Rev. Daniel G. P. Gutierrez was ordained
and consecrated the 16th Bishop of the Episcopal
Diocese of Pennsylvania on July 16.  The service
was held at New Covenant Church in Germantown
to accommodate the overflow crowd.  The spirit of
joy and unity pervaded the gathering and we look
forward to many years of ministry together with our
new bishop.  Photos and video of the event may be
found on the diocesan website, as well as on our
Facebook post.

As a part of his diocese-wide pilgrimage, we are
excited to welcome Bishop Gutierrez to Trinity on

Monday, September 12 at 1:00 pm. The bishop will get a tour of our historic church
and graveyard, and see firsthand the work we have been doing. All are welcome to
join in this joyful event.
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Kickoff Sunday
September 18

St. Francis Day
October 2

Diocesan Convention
November 4-5

All Saints Sunday
November 6

Remembrance Sunday
November 13

Harvest Thanksgiving
Sunday, November 20

First Sunday of Advent
November 27

Children's Pageant
December 11

Lessons & Carols
Greening the Church

December 18

Christmas Eve
Saturday, December 24

Epiphany Sunday
January 8

Mardi Gras Luncheon
Sunday, February 26

Ash Wednesday
March 1

Palm Sunday
April 9

Maundy Thursday
April 13

Good Friday
April 14

Easter Sunday
April 16

Annual Meeting
April 23

Choir Recognition
Sunday, May 7

Pentecost Sunday

Blessing of the Animals
We will observe the Feast Day of St. Francis of
Assisi on Sunday, October 2, with a traditional
blessing of the animals in the churchyard after each
of the services. Pets are always welcome in church,
but please do bring them especially on this day (or a
photo if they don't travel well). We will also have a
special memorial board and invite you to post
photos of beloved pets who have passed. Please
visit our Facebook page for pictures of last year's
service.

Calendar Meeting
Before each new program year begins, we hold
a calendar meeting to lay out the schedule for
the coming year. We are happy to report that a
full year of exciting activities has been planned
for the Trinity community.  Please see the
sidebar of this newsletter and mark these
important dates in your own calendar.  You may
find all Trinity events listed on our website.

Call to Serve
As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another,
as good stewards of God's varied grace. (1 Peter 4:10) 

Here at Trinity, we offer many ways to help each other
grow spiritually and strengthen our community. Our
ministries include acolytes, altar guild, church school
pupils & teachers, Eucharistic ministers, lectors,
musicians, Prayers & Squares, ushers, Women of Trinity

and those who help with coffee hour, altar flowers, communications, finance,
outreach, pastoral care, property upkeep and stewardship. Do you see a
ministry that needs your time and talent? We welcome your suggestions and
your skills. Please let us know how you can help. Don't wait to be asked!
Speak up and share your ideas. Different talents among us make for greater
potential. Please see Father Richard or one of the wardens if you feel
called.

Diocesan Convention
On November 4 & 5, Pete Datos, Lorie Henry and Vicki Sayers
will join Fathers Richard and Don in representing our parish at
Diocesan Convention, which will be held at the Philadelphia
Cathedral.

ECS Fill the Bus
Thank you to everyone who participated in the ECS "Fill
the Bus" school supply drive. Each year, Episcopal
Community Services collects school supplies for children

in need throughout the greater Philadelphia region.  Trinity is proud to be a
long-time supporter of ECS, and we thank Fr Graff for serving as our courier,
delivering our care packages throughout the year.
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June 4

Trinity Sunday
June 11

Episcopal Visitation
Sunday, June 18

Girls Friendly Society
Under the direction of Emily Geliebter and Kaitlyn Prete,
we are looking to restart our branch of the Girls Friendly
Society (GFS) this Fall.  GFS is an international, non-
profit organization, affiliated with the Episcopal Church
and is designed to focus on the emotional, physical and
spiritual growth of its members.  Each branch is parish
based with activities that include time for prayer,

community service, arts & crafts, fun, and social activities.  If you know a
young girl or girls (ages 5 and up) who would like to see what GFS has to
offer, please come to our info session at noon on Sunday, September 25, in
the Buchanan Building, or contact Emily Geliebter. 

Memorials
Dolores Reese, 80, passed away on June 8. 
Father Robyn officiated at her funeral on June
16 and she was interred with her beloved
husband at Hillside Cemetery in Roslyn.

Angelina Cassin, 90, passed away on July 30. 
Her funeral was held at Trinity on August 4 and
she was interred with her beloved husband at
Sunset Memorial Park in Feasterville following
the funeral.

May Dolores and Angelina's souls, and the souls of all the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.

New Office Now Open
After many months of planning and construction, our new office is officially
open for business!  All are welcome to stop by during the week or Sunday
after church for a tour.  The new space is fresh, inviting, and well-suited to
the needs of a modern church.  The central air conditioning is worth the visit
alone!

Office hours are Monday through Thursday from 9am to 1pm.  Of course
Father Robÿn is available whenever you need him, just call or email.  Please
note our new mailing address is 601 Longshore Avenue, Philadelphia, PA
19111. Our new email addresses are rector@tcophilly.org (Fr Robÿn) and
info@tcophilly.org (Chirs Claypoole).  Our phone is unchanged (215) 745-
6114.
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Music Ministry
After some well deserved time off, the full senior choir will
join us on Kickoff Sunday, September 18, at the 10am
service. Our organist and choirmaster, Mrs. Mary
Sampson, has a mellifluous year ahead planned. Our
annual Lessons & Carols service will be held on Sunday,
December 18, at 10am. Plus the bell choir will be ringing
for the Christmas and Lenten seasons. Choir

Recognition Sunday will take place on May 7, 2016.

Remembrance Sunday
On Sunday, November 13, we will have a special service of
remembrance to honor those who died in the service of our
country in the armed forces, as well as first responders
such as fallen firefighters, police and EMT's.  If you know
of any veterans or someone who is currently service,
please remember them on this special day.

Sermons on Demand
Did you miss a few Sundays this summer and wonder
what you missed?  To fine out, visit Father Richard's blog,
where audio recordings of many sermons are available.

Stewardship
On Sunday, November 20, we will ingather the pledges
for the year during our Harvest Thanksgiving
celebration.  During the weeks preceding the ingathering,
we will ask all members of Trinity Church Oxford to
pledge a portion of the blessings (time, talent and
treasure) provided to each of us by God, for the upkeep
and growth of our Parish.  We ask you to prayerfully
consider increasing your support for Trinity.  Please see

Stewardship Chair Ray Grossmuller for more information.

Summer at Trinity
I would like to thank Fathers Graff and Metzger for
celebrating and preaching while I was away on vacation
this summer.  I hope everyone had some time to rest and
recharge!  Our combined 9am summer service continued
to provide opportunities for congregants to get to know
one another a little better, plus we beat the heat by an

hour.  We will return to the regular 8am and 10am services on Sunday,
September 18.  Father Richard
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Sunday School
Children participate fully in the life of Trinity and
we provide something for them every Sunday
throughout the year. On Sunday, September 18
at 10am, we will commission the Sunday School
Class of 2017 and children will participate in the
service.  After that, on most Sundays, the
children will attend the first half of the service
with their parents, then process out for their own
classes until 11am. On the first Sunday of each
month, children will remain in church for the

entire service where they will serve as acolytes, lectors, ushers, etc.  Our
Christmas Pageant will take place on Sunday, December 11, during the
10am service.

Vestry Highlights
After a summer hiatus, the vestry will reconvene on the
last Sunday in September, and will meet each month
through next June.  On the upcoming agenda will be
matters relating to the ongoing redevelopment project,
the annual stewardship appeal, and several other items
of business.  All members are welcome to sit in on vestry
meetings at any time.

Committee Chair Responsibilities
Christian
Education

Lorie Henry Sunday School and Adult Ed programs

Communications
& Tech

Maria Mejia Trinitarian, social media, website and
technology solutions

Community
Involvement

Patty &
Chuck
McGee

Outreach and opportunities for community
engagement

Finance Jason
McConomy

All things financial, including the annual
stewardship drive and budget process

History Ginny
McCracken

Preservation of and education about our
wonderful history

Parish Life Open Strengthening our parish family thru parish
functions, pastoral care, etc.

Property Chuck
Tucker

Buildings & grounds, including the graveyard
and trees

Schedule of Events
Sunday, September 11, one Mass at 9am, special 9/11 remembrance

Monday, September 12, Bishop Gutierrez visits Trinity at 1pm

Kickoff Sunday, September 18, regular hours resume with two services, 8am (spoken) and 10am (with
music) 

Sunday, September 18, Senior Choir rehearsals resume at 8:45am in the Buchanan Building

Sunday, September 18, Sunday School resumes during the 10am service



Sunday, September 25, Vestry Meeting after coffee hour in the Buchanan Building

St. Francis Sunday, October 2, blessing of the animals follows each service, please bring your pets to
church

Trinity Church Oxford, 6901 Rising Sun Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19111
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