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Our Staff
 

The Rev. Richard Robyn,

From the Rector
At our house, there are many lists: the grocery
list, the errand list, and of course, the "honey do"
list.  This time of year is especially list-heavy.
We have a spread sheet with "to do" items listed
in order of descending importance.  It's even
color coded!  White means no action has been
taken, yellow means the task is in process,
green means completed, and red means
"temporarily tabled."  I'll give you one guess who
puts this list together...  Many of the items on our

list are preparatory in nature.  We want our home to be ready when our
relatives and friends start showing up.

In the midst of all that, it is important that we not neglect our spiritual "to do"
list.  Advent is a great time to pull back a little and take stock of your life.
What do you really treasure?  What is just clutter that has accumulated?
What would you be better off without?  Part of keeping awake, as our Lord
commands, is an attentive and intentional self-examination.  We lavish a
great deal of time and money on preparing to celebrate the coming
Christmas holiday.  This year, the National Retail Federation is projecting
that Americans will spend more than 600 billion dollars just on Christmas. 
With that in mind, let's give Advent its due by truly preparing ourselves for
the coming of our King.  May the true blessings of the season be
yours. Father Richard

 

Advent at Trinity
At Trinity, there are many ways to "prepare ye the way of
the Lord", and we are taking full advantage of the season
to prepare for Christmas.  After coffee hour each Sunday
during Advent, we are studying the scriptures used in
Handel's "Messiah."  And on Saturday, December 13, we
will gather at the Walnut Street Playhouse at 11am for a
performance of Christmas Carol.
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Rector 
 

The Rev. Don Graff,
Priest Associate

 
Mary Sampson, M.A.,
Organist/Choirmaster

 
Chris Claypoole, Secretary

 
Michael Pacillio, Sexton 

 

 
Our Vestry

 
Lorraine Henry '15, Rector's

Warden
 

Sarah Putterman '15,
Accounting Warden

 
Amy Furlong, '15

 
Lynne Geliebter '15

 
Raymond Grossmuller '16

 
John McClarin '17

 
Jason McConomy '17

 
Susan McConomy '15

 
Charles McGee '17

 
Stew Mills '16

 
Victoria Sayers '17

 
Judith Williamson '15
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Highlights of the

 

Anniversary
On Sunday, November 16, we celebrated the
25th wedding anniversary of Patty & Chuck
McGee with a renewal of their vows.  We also
welcomed our newest member, Elliott Williams,
the son of Noel and Clint Williams.  Please visit
our Facebook page for pictures of the day.

 

Birth Announcements
Congratulations to Laura and Jonathan Smith of Atlanta,
Georgia on the birth of their son Peter Dean Smith. 
Peter (pictured here) was born on September 2, 2014. 
Congratulations also to Phil and Lynne Geliebter on the
birth of their third grandchild, Aurora Reign, on
November 27!

 

Call to Serve
Have you felt called to serve Trinity in a different way
than you are currently serving?  How about learning
about serving as a Eucharistic Minister? A Lector?  An
Acolyte?  We currently have a need for people to serve
in these capacities - especially Eucharistic Minister and
Acolyte.  If you are interested in serving in this way,
please see Lorie Henry, Father Robyn, or contact the
church office. 

The Finance and Property committees also need you!   As you are aware,
there are many projects happening at Trinity that impact both our finances
and property and we would like your input and help.
 
The Finance Committee generally meets two to three times a year, with the
final meeting of 2014 on December 11, where will prepare the budget for
2015.  If you are interested in the financial health of the parish, please join
us in the church office on December 11 at 6pm.
 
The Property Committee generally meets once a month to discuss Trinity's
various property projects, which range from long term to short term projects,
to making phone calls to arrange bids for various projects.  If you are
interested in the property at Trinity, please join us in the church office on
December 17 at 7pm for our next meeting.

 

mailto:rector@trinitychurchoxford.org
mailto:info@trinitychurchoxford.org
http://www.trinitychurchoxford.org/Trinity_Church_Oxford/Calendar.html
http://www.trinitychurchoxford.org/Trinity_Church_Oxford/History.html
http://www.trinitychurchoxford.org/Trinity_Church_Oxford/Mission.html
http://www.trinitychurchoxford.org/Trinity_Church_Oxford/Newsletter.html
http://www.trinitychurchoxford.org/Trinity_Church_Oxford/Photos/Photos.html
http://www.trinitychurchoxford.org/Trinity_Church_Oxford/Sermons/Sermons.html
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.999806966699968.1073741850.149006568446683&type=3
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Year
 

Kickoff Sunday
September 7

 
Sunday, October 5

Animal Blessing

 
Harvest Sunday

October 19

 
All Saints Sunday

November 2

 
Remembrance Sunday

November 9

 
Saturday, November 15
Diocesan Convention

 
Sunday, December 21

Lessons & Carols

 
Wednesday, December 24

Christmas Eve Services

 
Epiphany Sunday

January 4

 
Sunday, February 15
Mardi Gras Luncheon

 
Ash Wednesday

February 18

 
Palm Sunday

March 29

 
Maundy Thursday

April 2

 
Good Friday

April 3

 
Easter Sunday

April 5

 
Pentecost Sunday

May 24

 
Trinity Sunday, May 31

Annual Picnic

Christmas at Trinity
For more than 300 years, families have
celebrated Christmas at Trinity.  This year, be a
part of that tradition and invite a friend or
neighbor to join you.  On Christmas Eve, we will
have a family candlelight service at 7pm.  Our
new bells will be blessed and the bell choir will
ring at the service.  The children will tell the
story of Christmas and hymns will be sung by
candlelight.  At 10pm on Christmas Eve, the
senior choir will offer a concert of Christmas

favorites, followed by a traditional "Midnight Mass" at 10:30pm.  On
Christmas Day, mass will be said at 9am.  If you know of anyone who needs
a ride to Christmas services, please contact the church office by email or
phone at (215) 745-6114.  Please visit our Facebook page to see pictures
from last Christmas Eve and the children's pageant.

 

Church School
 We are so blessed to have such wonderful youth at
Trinity!  Our confirmation class has continued to meet
faithfully at 9am in the church each Sunday.  We will be
taking a brief hiatus through the advent season,
reconvening after the new year.  Our younger students
are just as faithful in their weekly church school
attendance.

Look for some of our students on Christmas Eve as they help Father Robyn
in the telling of the Christmas story.  Respectfully, Lorie Henry

 

Diocesan Convention
On Saturday, November 15th, Lorie Henry, Chuck McGee, Father Richard,
Pete Datos and Vicki Sayers joined more than 600 delegates representing
115 parishes at the 231st Convention of the Diocese of Pennsylvania, held
at the Church of the Good Samaritan in Paoli.  Please visit the diocesan
website for more information about convention.  Trinity was well represented
during opening worship with both Pete and Vicki singing in the choir!  If you
have any questions about Diocesan Convention or would like to consider
being a delegate next year, please see Father Robyn or Lorie Henry

 

mailto:info@trinitychurchoxford.org
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.790332344314099.1073741828.149006568446683&type=1
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.790311274316206.1073741825.149006568446683&type=1
http://www.diopa.org/convention-2014
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Episcopal Community Services
Many thanks to everyone who participated in the
Episcopal Community Services gift drive this
year.  We helped 15 residents of the St.
Barnabas Mission with clothing to help make the

season more warm and cheerful.

 

Greening of the Church
Many thanks to Mrs. Betty Graff for decorating
the Buchanan Building with her extensive
collection of vintage holiday decorations. 
Please join us after Lessons & Carols on
December 21 to help decorate the church - we
will set up the flowers, aisle candles and
greenery after the 10am service.  The traditional
baked potato lunch will follow.  Please visit our
Facebook page for pictures of last year's fun.

 

Memorials
Each year, friends of Trinity remember loved ones with
donations for the music and flowers which fill the church
at Christmas.  Please give generously so that we can
continue this wonderful tradition.  Donations may be
placed in the offering on Sundays or dropped by the
church office during the week. The deadline for
recognition in the bulletin is Thursday, December 18.

Last month, we remembered two longtime parishioners who fell asleep in
the Lord.  Edna Heddondorf, 94, died on October 15 and was buried at
Trinity on October 20.  Marie DeWitt, 92, died on October 31 and was buried
at Trinity on November 7. 
 
A donation in memory of Edna Heddendorf was made by Mrs. Mary
Sampson.  Donations in memory of Marie DeWitt were made by Mr. and
Mrs. Walter Donovan, Mr. and Mrs. Michael Ellis & Family, Mr. and Mrs.
Robert Fass, Jr., Ms. Nance J. Kerns, Mr. and Mrs. John Landmeyer &
Family, Mr. and Mrs. John Lee, Mr. and Mrs. John McClarin, Mr. Kenneth
Murray and Ms. Mary Beth Thibado, Mrs. Sarah Putterman, Mrs. Mary
Sampson, and Dr. John and the Rev. Phyllis Taylor.
 
May Edna and Marie's souls, and the souls of all the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.

 

http://www.ecsphilly.org/impact/ecs-st-barnabas-mission
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.790326660981334.1073741827.149006568446683&type=1
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/philly/obituary.aspx?n=edna-heddendorf&pid=172841696&fhid=4467
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/philly/obituary.aspx?n=marie-s-dewitt-schob&pid=173060945&fhid=23015
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Music Ministry
New Bells are ringing at Trinity!  Thanks to many generous donations to our
Music Memorial Fund, we have been able to purchase a new set of Malmark
Handbells.  Our old bells were damaged several years ago when the choir
room flooded, resulting in damage to the bell castings.  Special thanks to
Chuck McGee and Sarah Putterman who transported the old bells to
Malmark and brought the new set back to Trinity.  Our new Handbells will be
dedicated on Christmas Eve at the 7pm family service.

Our Senior Choir is making ready for our traditional "Lessons and Carols" on
December 21 at 10am. The choir will be singing some new carols from the
English choral repertoire, as well as many familiar carols. They will be joined
by the "Bella Chorda" String Ensemble on many of the carols.  Please visit
our Facebook page for pictures of last year's event.  On Christmas Eve, the
Senior Choir will present a Concert of Christmas Music with the full choir
and soloists, followed by the "Midnight Mass" at 10:30 pm.
 
The Music Ministry wishes everyone a Holy and a Happy Christmas and
looks forward to seeing you at our Christmas celebrations.  Soli Deo Gloria! 
Mary Sampson, Organist/Choirmaster

 

Philadelphia Protestant Home
We are providing Christmas gifts for residents of the
Philadelphia Protestant Home again this year.  Instead of
adopting specific residents we are asking for donations
that the home can give to those in need.  These items
should be brought to Trinity no later than December 14
and should not be wrapped.  Suggested gifts include:
packs of cotton garments such as socks, v-neck

undershirts, sweaters, or sweat pants in sizes M-XL.  Gifts of Dove soap,
gentle shampoo or unscented hand lotion are also accepted.  Monetary gifts
can be given for a variety of needs, including haircuts and personal
products. Please make checks out to Trinity Church Oxford and note PPH in
the memo line.  Thank you for your generosity and care for our elderly
neighbors.

Rector's Open House
 All friends of Trinity are welcome to celebrate
the season at the Rectory on Saturday,
December 27, from 3pm to 7pm.  The annual
event will once again feature the musical
stylings of Jonathan Bowen at the piano, who is
back by popular demand.  For more information,
please see Father Richard or call the church
office at (215) 745-6114.

http://www.malmark.com/html/history.php
https://pphfamily.org/story/
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Stewardship
At the end of October, we gathered the pledges for the
year during our Harvest Thanksgiving celebration.  If you
haven't turned in your pledge card yet, please bring it to
church or mail it in to the church office.  Thank you to all
who give so generously so that we can continue our
mission of preaching the Gospel of Christ and
celebrating the Sacraments so beautifully in our national

treasure church.  If you have any questions, please see Ray Grossmuller,
Stewardship Chair.

 

Trinity's Top Chef
 Many thanks to Mrs. Maureen Lee who has
volunteered to curate our newest column,
Trinity's Top Chef, where we present favorite
recipes throughout the year for the enjoyment of

our readers.  Over the years, several Trinity cookbooks have been
published, so we know there are great recipes out there - please submit
your favorite new recipes (not previously published) to Maureen, and
perhaps we can publish a new edition!  Please see the end of this
newsletter for our third submission, Sweet Potato Casserole.

 

Vestry Highlights
The Vestry continues to move forward with the
redevelopment of both the 6901 property and the 601
Longshore Ave property (Children's House).  The Vestry
looks forward to receiving a proposal from the Property
Committee for the redevelopment of 601 Longshore Ave

property at the end of December. 

During the last week in December and the first week in January, both PECO
and Willow Tree Service will complete the work needed to remove
problematic trees on the Disston Street side of the property.  We expect that
shortly afterwards, Oehler Masonry will be out to repair the wall.
 
Please do not hesitate to speak with Father Robyn or a member of the
Vestry about any questions or concerns you may have about the programs
or projects going on at Trinity.  You are always welcome to join a committee
or even just attend a meeting to gain more information about a project you
are wondering about.  Remember, the Vestry is here to serve you and we
welcome your feedback!
 
The next meeting of the Vestry is on Sunday, December 28, after coffee
hour in the Buchanan Building.
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Women of Trinity
On Tuesday, December 9, the ladies will hold their annual Christmas
luncheon in the Buchanan Building at noon.  We wish you all a blessed and
merry Christmas!  For more information concerning the Women of Trinity,
please email Nellie Duddy or call her at (215) 745-3739.

 

Your Feedback
Please email any input for the January Trinitarian to me before December 27.  Cheers, Pete (your
Trinitarian editor)
 
Schedule of Events
 
Every Sunday, Mass at 8am (spoken) and 10am (with music and followed by coffee hour in the
Buchanan Building)
 
Every Sunday, Senior Choir Rehearsal at 8:45am in the Buchanan Building
 
Every Sunday (except first Sunday of the month), Church School during the 10am service
(Confirmation Class reconvenes in the new year)
 
Tuesday, December 9, Women of Trinity at noon in the Buchanan Building
 
Thursday, December 11, Finance Meeting at 6pm, in the church office
 
Thursday, December 11, Bell Choir Rehearsal at 7:30pm in the Church
 
Saturday, December 13, Parish Clean-Up Day at 9:30am in the Church
 
Saturday, December 13, Christmas Carol at 11am at the Walnut Street Theatre
 
Wednesday, December 17, Property Meeting at 7pm, in the church office
 
Wednesday, December 17, String Ensemble Rehearsal at 7:30pm in the Church
 
Thursday, December 18, Bell Choir Rehearsal at 7:30pm in the Church
 
Sunday, December 21, Lessons & Carols at 10am followed by greening of the Church
 
Wednesday, December 24, Christmas Eve Family Service at 7pm in the Church (Children's Pageant
during the service)
 
Wednesday, December 24, Christmas Eve Concert at 10pm in the Church followed by traditional
Midnight Mass at 10:30pm

mailto:peter.datos@gmail.com
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Thursday, December 25, Christmas Day mass at 9am
 
Saturday, December 27, Christmas Open House from 3pm to 7pm at the Rectory
 
Sunday, December 28, Vestry Meeting after coffee hour in the Buchanan Building

 

 

 

Trinity's Top Chef
 

Butternut Squash Velvet Soup
 
Ingredients:
3 cups mashed cooked sweet potatoes
½ tsp. pure vanilla extract
½ cup (1 stick) butter, melted
1 cup granulated sugar
2 eggs beaten
½ cup milk
 
Topping:
1 cup packed brown sugar
½ cup all-purpose flour
½ cup (1 stick) butter
1 cup chopped pecans
 
Sweet Potato Casserole Mix:
In large bowl, beat together first 6 ingredients and place mixture in a greased 9x13 baking pan.
Preheat oven to 350 degrees
 
To Make Topping:
In food processor or by hand, combine all of the topping ingredients and mix until crumbly.  Sprinkle
the mixture over the sweet potato mixture and bake, uncovered for 45-50 minutes - until browned and
bubbly.  May add small marshmallows last 5 minutes - just until slightly melted.
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