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From the Rector
 "Oh my stars, I've never been so busy before! 
It seems Christmas arrives sooner each year."
So exclaims C3-PO at the beginning of the
album, "Christmas in the Stars," one of the relics
of my childhood.  The older I get, the more I
agree with him.  No sooner do we put away our
sunscreen and flip-flops, than it's time to deck
the halls.  The cacophony of the season can be
difficult to escape, what with 24 hour "holiday
music" radio stations playing all manner of
dreck, television and internet ads extolling rank

consumerism, and the pressures put on us from all sides to accomplish the
"perfect" Christmas.

For those of us who suffer from MSS (Martha Stewart Syndrome), it can be
an especially difficult time of year as we strive to do it all, down to the last
little detail.  So here are a few ways that I have learned to deal with the
pressures of the holiday season.  I hope they are of use to you, too.

1. Breathe.  Be intentional about taking time for yourself to turn-off and
unplug.  Spend time in silence, meditating on the true meaning of the
season. You don't need a lot of free time-even a minute can be
restorative.

2. Know your limitations. Do not over extend yourself-it's ok to say, "No,
thank you" to an invitation.  And remember, simpler is usually better.

3. Don't do things like baking or decorating because you feel like you
have to.  Find ways to celebrate the season that are meaningful and
bring joy to you.

4. Keep it all in perspective.  Remember whom we're celebrating and
how he came into the world in great humility. Read St. Luke's
account of the story (Chapter 2:1-40) by yourself or with your family.

May you know the joy and peace of Jesus Christ, now and throughout the
new year.  Father Richard
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Sermons

Champions of Softball
One of our lifelong parishioners, Paul Graf (top left), 82, was part of the
Royals team that won the championship in the "70 and Over Softball
League" on October 21.  Congratulations to Paul and all the Royals!

  

Children's Christmas Pageant
Our annual telling of the Christmas Story will take place on Sunday,
December 15, at 10am in the Church and will be followed by Eucharist and
coffee hour.  The dress rehearsal will take place on Saturday, December 14,
at 10am in the Church.  Contact Dottie Orr or Lorie Henry for more
information.  Please visit our website to see pictures and video from last
year's pageant.

Christmas at Trinity
For more than 300 years, families have celebrated
Christmas at Trinity.  This year, be a part of that tradition
and invite a friend or neighbor to join you.  On Christmas
Eve, we will have a family candlelight service at 7pm. 
Our bell choir will ring at this service, there will be a child-
oriented sermon, and hymns sung by candlelight.  At
10pm on Christmas Eve, the senior choir will offer a
concert of Christmas favorites, followed by a traditional
"Midnight Mass" at 10:30pm.  On Christmas Day, mass

will be said at 9am.  If you know of anyone who needs a ride to Christmas
services, please contact the church office by email or phone at (215) 745-
6114.  Please visit our website to see pictures from last Christmas.

Christmas Ornament
Please consider giving a beautiful Trinity Christmas
Ornament to your loved ones this year.  The ornament is
based on a drawing of the church made by Thomas
Wharton for the Historic American Buildings Survey in
1936.  The original drawings are held by the Library of
Congress in Washington DC.  You may purchase one for
$20 after church or by sending a check to the church

office for $25 (which includes shipping & handling).

Clean Up Day
We will not be hosting our leaf-raking extravaganza this
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Sermons We will not be hosting our leaf-raking extravaganza this
year, but instead will be having a general parish clean-up
day on Saturday, December 14.  Please join us at
9:30am in the Buchanan Building to help make the
church and grounds look good for Christmas!

Communication
Many thanks to Madeline Putterman who has
volunteered to help with the website.  Please note that
you too can help spread the word about Trinity - if you
know of anyone who might be interested in what's
happening here at Trinity, please encourage them to visit

our website or sign up online for the Trinitarian, our free monthly newsletter.

Decorations by Betty
Many thanks to Mrs. Graff who since Halloween has
shared her extensive collection of vintage holiday
decorations with us.  These lend a festive flair to the
Buchanan Building and we can't wait to see what's in
store for Valentine's Day. Everything from paper cutouts
to illuminated figures, Betty's got it all!

Diocesan Convention
On Saturday, November 9, Lorie Henry, Mindy Weaver and Pete
Datos joined Fathers Richard & Don, along with more than 600
delegates representing 115 parishes at the 230th Convention of
the Diocese of Pennsylvania.  It was held at the Church of the
Good Samaritan in Paoli because the Cathedral has begun a

major construction project.  Please visit the diocesan website for more
information about convention.  Please note that Pete Datos continues to
represent the Pennypack Deanery on Diocesan Council, the group that
helps carry on the business of the diocese between conventions, so please
don't hesitate to discuss with him any matters of interest.

Episcopal Community Services
We adopted 10 children for the holidays from Episcopal
Community Services again this year.  Many thanks to
everyone who gave Christmas gifts to help make the

season bright for these children.

Greening of the Church
Join us after Lessons & Carols on December 22 to help
set up the flowers, aisle candles and greenery in the
church.  The traditional baked potato lunch will follow.
Please visit our website to see photos of last year's fun.

Memorials
Each year, friends of Trinity remember loved ones with
donations for music and flowers, which fill the church at
Christmas.  Please give generously so that we can
continue this wonderful tradition.  Donations may be
placed in the offering on Sundays or dropped by the
church office during the week.  The deadline for
recognition in the Christmas bulletin is Wednesday,
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recognition in the Christmas bulletin is Wednesday,
December 18.  Please visit our website for a complete list of last year's
memorials.

Music Ministry
The glorious season of Christmas will soon be upon us.
For the past two months, the Music Ministry of Trinity
Church Oxford has been preparing for the celebration of
the Birth of Christ.
 
The Church School Christmas Pageant on December
15 will include a flute solo by Maddy Putterman and a

vocal solo by Kathleen McConomy, as well as many of our familiar
Christmas carols.
 
Sunday, December 22, marks our traditional Service of Lessons and
Carols. Our Senior Choir, along with the Bella Corda String Ensemble, will
present music by David Willcocks, George F. Handel, Antonio Vivaldi, and
others.
 
On Christmas Eve, the 7pm Family Service will feature music by our Bell
Choir and the singing of traditional carols. A Candlelight Concert of
Christmas Music by or Senior Choir and Soloists will begin at 10pm.  This
will be followed by the traditional "Midnight Mass" at 10:30pm.
 
We wish everyone a Blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year! Come, let
us adore Him.  SOLO DEI GLORIA!  Mary Sampson, Organist/Choirmaster

Ordination Invitation
Our own Phil Geliebter has completed the three year
diaconal formation program and, God willing, will be
ordained to the Sacred Order of Deacons at 10am on
Saturday, January 11, at the Philadelphia Cathedral.  All
members of the Trinity community are invited and
strongly encouraged to attend this joyous celebration.

Philadelphia Protestant Home
We are providing Christmas gifts for residents of the
Philadelphia Protestant Home again this year through their
Adopt-A-Resident program.  Instead of adopting specific
residents we are asking for donations that the home can give
to those in need.  These items should be brought to Trinity no

later than December 8 and should not be wrapped.  Suggested gifts include:
packs of cotton garments such as socks, v-neck undershirts, sweaters, or
sweat pants in sizes M-XL.  Gifts of Dove soap, gentle shampoo or
unscented hand lotion are also accepted.  Monetary gifts can be given for a
variety of needs, including haircuts and personal products. Please make
checks out to Trinity Church Oxford and note PPH in the memo line.  Thank
you for your generosity and care for our elderly neighbors.

Rector's Christmas Party
All friends of Trinity are welcome to celebrate the season
at the Rectory on Friday, December 27, from 4pm to
8pm.  The annual party will once again feature the
musical stylings of Jonathan Bowen at the piano, who is
back by popular demand.  For more information, please
see Father Richard or call the church office at (215) 745-
6114.
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Remembrance Sunday
On Sunday, November 10, we honored those who died
in the service of our country in the armed forces and
gave thanks for all who serve.  The choir sang a special
anthem which prayed for peace in all lands.

Stewardship
At the end of October, we gathered the pledges for the
year during our Harvest Thanksgiving celebration.  If you
haven't turned in your pledge card yet, please bring it to
church or mail it in to the church office using the pre-
addressed envelope.  Thank you to all who give so
generously so that we can continue our mission of
preaching the Gospel of Christ, helping our community,
and celebrating the Sacraments so beautifully in our

national treasure church.  If you have any questions, please see Ray
Grossmuller, Stewardship Chair.

Thanksgiving Food Baskets
Thank you to everyone who donated turkeys, fixings, and
money for our food baskets.  Just before Thanksgiving, the
Girls Friendly Society and Church School children finished
shopping and packed 9 baskets in time for them to be
delivered to needy families from our neighborhood and the

Crossan and Moore Schools.  The Women of Trinity and Oxford Child Care
also helped.  Thanks to your generosity, we were able to provide
Thanksgiving dinner for more than 50 people.

November 26, 2013
 
Dear Ms Dottie Orr and Members of Trinity Church Oxford,
 
We wish to extend our sincere gratitude for the wonderful, plentiful baskets of delicious
and nutritious food you arranged for our families this holiday season.  Your thoughtful
generosity is truly appreciated by those families who have had the benefit of your gift. 
Thank you for your kindness, and for sharing with us again.
 
We wish all of you and your loved ones a healthy, happy and peaceful new year.  You are
valued neighbors and friends.  May 2014 be a good year for all!
 
Sincerely, Mrs. Lynne Millard and the Kennedy Crossan Elementary School Community
 
 

Vestry Highlights
At the November meeting of the vestry, results of the parish
audit were presented. All our ducks are in a row, and many
thanks go to our Accounting Warden, Sarah Putterman, for
her diligence in getting this project accomplished.  A full audit
is suggested every five to seven years, and smaller internal

audits are done yearly.  Our next regularly scheduled Vestry meeting will be
held on Sunday, November 15, after coffee hour in the Buchanan Building.

   



Women of Trinity
On Tuesday, December 10, the ladies will hold their annual Christmas
luncheon in the Buchanan Building at noon.  We wish you all a blessed and
merry Christmas!  For more information concerning the Women of Trinity,
please email Nellie Duddy or call her at (215) 745-3739.

mailto:brownsss@verizon.net


Calendar and Your Feedback
Please visit our interactive online calendar on our website that allows you to view events at Trinity by
week or month, and in a variety of formats.  You can also print out the calendar in a way that works
best for you.  Please also email any input for the January Trinitarian to me before December 27. 
Cheers, Pete (your Trinitarian editor)
 
Schedule of Events
 
Every Sunday, Mass at 8am (spoken) and 10am (with music and church school during the service,
followed by coffee hour in the Buchanan Building)
 
Every Sunday, Senior Choir Rehearsal at 8:45am in the Buchanan Building
 
Sunday, December 1, First Sunday of Advent
 
Sunday, December 8, Second Sunday of Advent
 
Tuesday, December 10, Women of Trinity Annual Christmas Luncheon at noon in the Buchanan
Building
 
Saturday, December 14, Pageant Rehearsal at 9:30am in the Church
 
Saturday, December 14, Parish Cleanup Day, meet at 9:30am in the Buchanan Building
 
Sunday, December 15, Children's Christmas Pageant in the Church at 10am
 
Sunday, December 15, Vestry Meeting after coffee hour in the Buchanan Building
 
Thursday, December 19, Bell Choir Rehearsal at 7:30pm in the Church
 
Sunday, December 22, Lessons & Carols at 10am followed by greening of the Church (with famous
baked potato lunch)
 
Tuesday, December 24, Christmas Eve Family Service at 7pm in the Church
 
Tuesday, December 24, Christmas Eve Concert at 10pm in the Church followed by traditional Midnight
Mass at 10:30pm
 
Wednesday, December 25, Christmas Day mass at 9am
 
Friday, December 27, Christmas Open House from 4pm to 8pm at the Rectory
 
Sunday, January 5, Epiphany Celebration
 
Saturday, January 11, Ordination of Phil Geliebter at The Philadelphia Cathedral
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