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From the Rector
With  Advent  and  Christmas  we  mark  new
beginnings in the Church, both the beginning of
our liturgical year and the birth of Christ in the
stable at Bethlehem.  Rightly, Advent is a time
of  preparation,  and  Christmas  is  a  time  of
celebration,  at  the  darkest  time  of  the  year,
marking  the  arrival  of  the  true  light  that  will
never  be  extinguished.  So  we  gather  with
family,  friends  and  strangers  to  enjoy

sumptuous  hospitality  and  beautiful  decorations.  In  the  midst  of  our
revelry, though, let us not forget that the tiny babe lying so meek and mild
in the manger will grow into the central figure for much of the human race,
and his life will  be one of hardships and eventually he will  be put to a
brutal death for us.  But we must also remember that the joy of his first
birth prefigures the joy of  Easter,  and we once again start  our journey
thither.  Please click here to read more of my thoughts on this joyous time
of year.  May the blessings of the season be yours, Richard

Annual Leaf-Raking Extravaganza
Please join us on Saturday, December 4, from
9am to 12noon (rain date:  December 11) for
this  annual  fun  tradition.  All  are  welcome! 
Krispy  Kreme  Doughnuts  along  with  hot
chocolate  and  coffee  will  be  served  in  the
morning;  lunch  around  noon.  We  are  very
much in need of leaf bags.  Please also bring
your own rakes, gloves, and leaf-blowers if you

have  them.  With  your  help,  we  hope  to  have  all  the  leaves  in  the
graveyard raked and bagged for pick-up.  The more people we have, the
less time it  will  take and the more time we can devote to chatting and
jumping  into  leaf  piles!  Contact  Bob  Miller  or  Dottie  Orr  for  more
information.  Please  visit  our  website  to  see  pictures  of  last  year's
festivities.

 Children's Christmas Pageant 

Our annual telling of the Christmas Story (with a script by
Kate Sampson) will take place on Sunday, December 19,
at 10am in the Parish House Auditorium (enter on Rising
Sun Avenue) and will be followed by Eucharist and coffee



Sermons

Calling All
Shutterbugs

We need digital photos of
Trinity goings-on:  Church
Services, Coffee Hour,
Church School, Outings,
Parish Clean-Up Days --
everything is fair game,
within the bounds of Christian
decency of course!
Please email your photos as
.jpg attachments to
info@trinitychurchoxford.org 
Use the the subject line
"trinity pix" and list the event
name, date of the photo, and
photographer's name in the
body of your email.

Trinity Tidbit
 
The Right Rev'd Henry
Hobart, born September 14,
1775 in Philadelphia, was
rector of Trinity Church
Oxford for only three years,
1798-1801.  He was ordained
in 1798 by Bishop White and
began his service at Trinity
Oxford as a deacon.  In
1803, Hobart was called to
Trinity Church Wall Street in
New York City, where he
served until he was elected
assistant bishop with right of
succession in 1811.  He
became the third bishop of
New York in 1816.
 
Bishop Hobart was a
professor at the General
Theological Seminary, which
he founded, and was an early
proponent of the Anglo-
Catholic movement in the
Episcopal Church.  He also
founded Geneva College
(later renamed Hobart
College) in upstate New York,

hour.  All are welcome!  The dress rehearsal will take place on Saturday,
December 18 at 10am followed by lunch in the parish house.  Volunteers
are needed to help prepare and serve lunch.  Contact Dottie Orr or Lorie
Henry  if  you  can  help.  Please  visit  our  website  to  see  pictures  and
video from last year's pageant.

Christmas at Trinity 

For  more  than  300  years,  families  have
celebrated Christmas at Trinity.  This year, be a
part  of  that tradition  and  invite a  friend or
neighbor  to  join  you.  On  Christmas  Eve
(Friday,  December 24),  we will  have a family
candlelight service at 7pm.  Our junior and bell
choirs will  sing and ring at this service, there
will  be  a  child-oriented  sermon,  and  hymns

sung by candlelight.  At 10pm on Christmas Eve, the senior choir will offer
a concert of Christmas favorites, followed by a traditional "Midnight Mass"
at  10:30pm  with  full  choir  and  strings.  On  Christmas  Day  (Saturday,
December 25),  Mass will  be said at  9am.  If  you know of anyone who
needs  a  ride  to  Christmas  services,  please  contact  a  member  of  the
Pastoral Care committee or the church office.  Please visit our website for
past  photos  of  Christmas  at  Trinity.  Beautiful  decorations  and  stirring
music  are  treasured  parts  of  our  Christmas  at  Trinity,  and  they  are
completely funded through the generous memorials and thanksgiving gifts
from our members and friends.  Please help us keep this tradition alive by
making a music or  flower donation this  Christmas using the envelopes
available in the church or directly from the office.  The deadline for having
names in the Christmas bulletin is December 19.

Engagement
Congratulations  to  Kaitlyn  Geleibter,  eldest  child  of
Lynne  and  Phil  Geliebter,  who  became  engaged  to
Michael Prete on November 19, 2010!  They plan to get
married in 2012.

Feast of Saint Stephen 

In the Golden Legend, Stephen is one of seven
deacons appointed by the apostles to appease
the  widows  among  the  Christians  of  Gentile
origin.  Jealous  of  Stephen's  success  in  his
ministry,  the Jewish religious leaders conspire
to bring him down. First, they attempt to defeat
him by way of argument, but are unsuccessful
since the Holy Spirit arms Stephen with divine
wisdom. Next, they bring false witnesses, who

accuse  him  of  blaspheming  against  God,  Moses,  the  Law,  and  the



and did much for the
westward advancement of
the Episcopal Church.  He
died on September 12, 1830
in New York, and is buried
under the chancel of Trinity
Church Wall Street.  Please
visit our hall of historic
pictures online.

 

Tabernacle. Aided by an angel, Stephen refutes every point, a refutation
recounted in some detail. Finally, they try torture; still, Stephen attempts to
convert them by inciting shame and fear in them, and by showing his love
for them -- he prays for his opponents as he is being stoned.  St. Stephen
is the first follower of Jesus to be put to death for his faith, thus setting the
pattern of suffering for Christ's sake in the early Church.  His remains are
entombed in the altar of San Lorenzo fuori le Mura in Rome.  At Trinity
Church  Oxford,  we  will  honor  St.  Stephen  on  his  feast  day,  Sunday,
December 26 at 8 and 10 am.

Glatz Vigil 
On  Saturday,  November  20,  the  Lawncrest
Ministerium,  led  by  Fr.  Robÿn,  held  a  prayer
vigil in front of Glatz's Jewelers on Rising Sun
Avenue,  where  owner  Bill  Glatz  was  gunned
down  in  his  shop  last  month.  The  group  of
more than 60 people prayed for the victims of
violent crime as well as the perpetrators.  The
community  was grateful  for  an opportunity  to

come together in prayer.  Please visit  our website for photos and news
coverage of the vigil.

Greening the Church
Join  us  after  the  Christmas  Pageant  on
December 19 to help set up the flowers, aisle
candles  and  greenery.  The  traditional  baked
potato  lunch  will  follow.  Please  visit  our
website to see photos of last year's fun, which
included a car fire on Longshore Avenue!  In
preparation  for  greening  the  church,  please
also  consider  helping  to  make  lively  holly

decorations on Thursday, December 15 at 10am.  Contact Nellie Duddy for
more information.

Halloween at Trinity 

Halloween fell on a Sunday this year, and at the 10 am
service,  children and adults  enjoyed special  readings
about  the  Witch  of  Endor  and  the  Valley  of  the  Dry
Bones.  Many  got  into  the  "spirit"  by  wearing  festive
costumes.  Fr.  Robyn  read  some  scary  stories  and
taught us that these stories serve the purpose of taking
the  edge  off  the  really  scary  things  in  life,  but  that

through it all, God is with us.  Please visit our website for pictures of the
occasion.

Hymnal Revision Commission
Our congregation has been invited to participate in a
national  study  for  the  Episcopal  Church's  Standing



Commission  on  Liturgy  and  Music  regarding  the
feasibility of revising The Hymnal 1982. We are among
several  hundred  congregations  who  have  agreed  to
take part.  Please click here to launch the survey. The
survey  requires  that  you  enter  our  congregation's

unique, 8-digit identifier code to begin. Please enter 7575-8441 in the field
when prompted.  If you have any questions about the survey, email the
Church Pension Group's Office of Research, which is conducting the study
on behalf of the Standing Commission.

Invitation from a Neighbor
All parishes of the Lawncrest Ministerium are cordially
invited  to  a  Christmas  Concert  for  all  ages  at  the
Lawndale Holy Grace Presbyterian Church, located at
346 Levick Street (corner of Levick & Oakley).  Come
and celebrate this joyous season with us!  The concert

will  take place on Sunday, December 12, at  3:30pm.  Admission is free
and  there  will  be  a  fellowship  supper  (prepared  by  the  congregation)
immediately following the concert. Call (215) 745-2881 or (215) 379-0260
if you have any questions.

Memorial
The Reverend Leslie Evans, who served from time to
time  at  Trinity  and  throughout  our  Diocese,  died  on
November 2, 2010.  She is remembered at Trinity for
the candor with which she delivered her sermons and
her  pastoral  heart.  Mother  Leslie also  served  as  the
deacon at our first ever Easter Vigil  earlier this year. 

Please pray for the happy repose of her soul and for comfort & consolation
for her family.  Please click here to read more about her life.

Music Ministry Notes 

Bell  Choir  rehearsals,  in  preparation  for
Christmas,  began last  month.  We welcomed
three  new  members:  Sarah  Putterman,  Alex
Putterman, and Maddy Putterman, as well  as
our ringers from last year. Our "Bells of Trinity"
will  be  playing  for  the  7pm  service  on
Christmas Eve and will add many joyful notes
to our celebration.  Our Senior Choir has been

hard  at  work  preparing  for  Advent  Lessons  and  Carols  to  be  held  on
December 12, and also for the Concert of Christmas Music on December
24 at  10 pm.  Our wonderful  choir  will  fill  our  church with the glorious
sounds  of  Christmas  as  they  perform  the  music  of  Rutter,  Holst  and
Willcocks.  The Junior Choir has been learning to sing "O Come, O Come
Emmanuel" and "Light One Candle" which they will  perform at Lessons
and Carols on December 12.  They have also enjoyed working on their
anthem for Christmas Eve and rehearsing their favorite Christmas Carols. 



We look forward to celebrating Christ's birth with our parish family. The
Music Ministry wishes everyone a Happy and Blessed Christmas.   Soli
Deo Gloria!  Mary Sampson, Organist/Choirmaster

Outreach 

Thank  you  to  everyone  who  helped  with  our
Thanksgiving  food  baskets,  including  the  day  care
program.  We distributed 8 baskets (3 to J.  Hampton
Moore School, 3 to Crossan School, 2 from the church
office).  Thanks also for your St. John's toy donations
and  gifts  for  the  24  children  in  foster  care  who  we

helped via the ECS adopt-a-child program.  21 scarves were also donated
to Seamen's Church Institute for sailors at sea.

Property News
At  the  Parish  House,  the  gutters  have  been
cleaned and the in-ground oil  tank has been
removed - tests concluded that there was no
leakage, thanks be to God!  PGW is close to
switching on the gas for the new boiler.  Please
visit  our website to see pictures of  the boiler
replacement project.
.

From the Rector's Warden 

I  would  like  to  wish  our  parish  family  a  blessed
Christmas and a Happy Healthy 2011! 
Dottie Orr, Rector's Warden

Stewardship Update 

Thank you to everyone who helped make this  year's
stewardship  campaign a  success.  This  year's  theme
was tithing and it looks like Trinity has quite a few tithing
households.  63  of  105  members  have  already
pledged.  4  are  from  new  pledgers  and  17  of  our
members  increased  their  pledge.  Our  total  pledge
income is up 16%, an increase of more than $10,000! 

You  are  all  a  blessing  from heaven,  especially  in  these  times  of  tight
economic  circumstances,  congregation  rebuilding,  and  costly  property
maintenance.  What a great way to say "Trinity is alive and well!"
Letters and pledge cards were sent to the congregation during the week of
October  11.  The  pledge  card  had  one  side  for  financial  pledges  and
another for parishioners to list skills and talents that could be offered up as
part of their giving to Trinity.  Pledges were gathered and blessed at both
services on October 24 (Harvest Thanksgiving Sunday).  Some also came
in by mail.  If you haven't already turned in your pledge for next year, it's



not too late - additional cards are available in the back of the church near
the font or from the office.  We need to hear from everyone.
     Lorie Henry and Mindy Weaver, Chairpersons

Vestry Highlights
At our November meeting, we learned that our pledges
for  2011 have increased and we raised our  program
pledge to the Diocese from $10,000 to $12,000.  Our
next  Vestry  meeting  is  on  Monday,  December  13  at
7pm in the Buchanan Building.

Wedding 

Congratulations to Becky Sampson, daughter of John &
Mary  Sampson,  who  was  married  on  Saturday,
November  28,  2010.  Those  whom  God  hath  joined
together let no man put asunder!

Women of Trinity
The Women of Trinity would like to thank Jack Lee for
donating  the  turkey  for  the  Women  of  Trinity
Thanksgiving  basket.  We  will  have  our  Christmas
Luncheon  on  Tuesday,  December  14.  Nellie  Duddy,
Chair

December Calendar

Wednesday, December 1
Bell Choir Rehearsal at 7:30pm in the Church
 
Thursday, December 2
Budget Committee Meeting at 7pm in the Office
 
Saturday, December 4
Annual Leaf Raking Extravaganza from 9am to 12pm in the churchyard
 
Second Sunday in Advent, December 5
Holy Eucharist (spoken) at 8am in the Church
Holy Eucharist (sung) at 10am in the Church followed by coffee hour in the Buchanan Building
Pageant Rehearsal/Church School during 10am service
 
Wednesday, December 8
Bad Girls of the Bible, Book Group, at 7pm in the Buchanan Building
Bell Choir & Strings Rehearsal at 7:30pm in the Church
 
Thursday, December 9
Property Committee Meeting at 7pm in the Buchanan Building
 
Third Sunday in Advent, December 12



Holy Eucharist (spoken) at 8am in the Church
Advent Lessons and Carols (with Eucharist) at 10am in the Church followed by coffee hour in the
Buchanan Building
Pageant Rehearsal/Church School during 10am service
 
Monday, December 13
Vestry Meeting at 7pm in the Buchanan Building
 
Tuesday, December 14
Women of Trinity, Christmas Luncheon
 
Wednesday, December 15
Bad Girls of the Bible, Book Group, at 7pm in the Buchanan Bldg
Bell Choir Rehearsal at 7:30pm in the Church
 
Thursday, December 16
Holly Decorations at 10am
 
Saturday, December 18
Pageant Dress Rehearsal at 10am in the Parish House Auditorium with lunch afterward
 
Fourth Sunday in Advent, December 19
Holy Eucharist (spoken) at 8am in the Church
Christmas Pageant (with Eucharist) at 10am in the Parish House Auditorium (enter on Rising Sun
Avenue) followed by Greening of the Church (with baked potato lunch)
 
Christmas Eve, December 24
Candlelight Family Service at 7pm in the Church (child-oriented service with procession, crèche,
junior and bell choirs, children's sermon and hymns by candlelight (Bell Choir report time is 6:15pm)
Choir Concert at 10pm in the Church
"Midnight Mass" at 10:30pm in the Church (traditional liturgy with full choir and strings)
 
Christmas Day, December 25
Holy Eucharist (spoken) at 9am in the Church
 
Feast of Saint Stephen, Sunday, December 26
Holy Eucharist (spoken) at 8am in the Church
Holy Eucharist (with hymns) at 10am in the Church followed by coffee hour in the Buchanan
Building
 

Your Feedback is Important
Please email Chris Claypoole or call her at (215) 745-6114 in the church office with any questions or
input for next month's Trinitarian.  We are especially interested in your feedback about the new
format for the Trinitarian and whether you know of anyone in our community who is not receiving
their copy (if so, please let us know their most current email address or else a home mailing
address). 

Forward email
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