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From the Rector
With Trinity Sunday comes the end of another
program year, and what an eventful year it was! 
In addition to the usual slate of programs and
ministries, a great deal of effort was expended
on the redevelopment project.  It seems like so
long ago that we began thinking seriously about
the future of our stewardship of the church
campus and buildings.  Our process has been
slow and deliberate.  Sometimes I wished that
we could just hurry it up and get on with things,

but in the end, I think we can all agree that we have taken the time to make
the best possible choices for the long-range future of the church.  And I
have the additional grey hair to prove it!  Finishing touches are under way in
the new office space, and I can tell you that the central air conditioning is
positively decadent.  We continue to work with our developer and city
leaders toward the ultimate goal of redeveloping our Rising Sun Avenue
frontage.
 
I am very grateful to the wardens, vestry, committee members, and
everyone who has played a role in this vital re-imagining of our future.  In
addition to property redevelopment, we are also re-thinking the makeup of
the vestry and the various committees that flow out of it.  What are your
interests or talents? History? Gardening? Outreach? Education?
Hospitality?  Whatever they are, there is a place for you to serve, so be
ready-we will be looking for you.   I am also pleased to announce that
Trinity's chapter of the Girls' Friendly Society will be revived under the
leadership of Emily Geliebter and Kaitlyn Prete.  We now have an
impressive new generation of girls (and boys) at Trinity, and we will be
looking for ways to engage and incorporate them into our common life.
 
I hope that everyone has a safe and fun summer!

Blessings,
Father Richard
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Sermons

Annual Meeting
The annual meeting of the Corporation of Trinity Church Oxford was held on
Sunday, April 3, and a full copy of the annual report may be obtained at church or
by contacting the office. At the meeting, we thanked outgoing Vestry member Stew
Mills and elected Ray Grossmuller, Virginia McCracken, and Kyle Tucker to the
Vestry. Pete Datos, Lorie Henry and Vicki Sayers were elected as delegates to
Diocesan Convention, with Judy Maile as alternate. Lorie Henry and Susan
McConomy were elected as Deanery Representatives. Many thanks to all who
serve in these important leadership roles that help our parish grow and prosper. 
Please visit our Facebook page for pictures.

Baptism
On Sunday, April 17, 2016, we welcomed Juliana
Maya Lyons, daughter of Jessie and Scott, into the
body of Christ through the waters of baptism. 
Please visit our Facebook page for pictures of the
celebration.

Grant, Lord God, to all who have been baptized into
the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ,
that, as we have put away the old life of sin, so we
may be renewed in the spirit of our minds, and live
in righteousness and holiness; through Jesus Christ

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

Calendar Meeting
Before each new program year begins, we hold
a calendar meeting to lay out the schedule for
the coming year and try to avoid conflicts
between the various Trinity committees and
ministries. Please join us on Tuesday, August
16, at 6pm in the Rector's new office if you
represent a committee or group that uses Trinity
facilities.

mailto:info@trinitychurchoxford.org
http://www.tcophilly.org/page/
http://www.tcophilly.org/overview/
http://www.tcophilly.org/newsletter2/
http://www.tcophilly.org/photos/
http://www.tcophilly.org/the-word/
https://www.facebook.com/tcophilly/posts/1343138042366857
https://www.facebook.com/tcophilly/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1394095440604450


Celebration for Bishop Dan
The Diocese of Pennsylvania gathered together
on Saturday, April 30, at the Church of the Good
Samaritan in Paoli, to celebrate the ministry of
our Bishop, The Right Reverend Clifton Daniel,
III.  The homily, delivered by the Presiding
Bishop, provided a message of hope and
inspiration for our historic diocese - it may be
found on the diocesan website.  Bishop Dan has
been a great friend to Trinity since his arrival
several years ago and we are grateful for his
service and pastoral ministry to the entire
diocese.  We wish Bishop Dan and his family all
the best - Trinity's doors will always be open to

him and we look forward to worshipping with him in the future!

Choir Recognition
We are truly blessed with a wonderful music program at
Trinity!  On May 1, we celebrated Choir Recognition
Sunday where our bell choir rang and the senior choir
sang anthems at the offertory and Communion.  Plus,
there was celebratory cake at a festive coffee hour!

Class of 2016
Congratulations to members of the Trinity family who are
graduating this spring!  Anna Henry graduated from
Rowan University and the following young people are
graduating from high school:  John Furlong will attend
University of Colorado, Kathleen McConomy will attend
Temple University, Megan McGee will attend Arcadia

University, and Maddy Putterman will attend Penn State.

Consecration of Our New Bishop
Please join us at 11am on Saturday, July 16, for
the ordination and consecration of the Rev.
Canon Daniel G.P. Gutierrez as the 16th Bishop
of the Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania.  The
Most Reverend Michael B. Curry, Presiding
Bishop and Primate of the Episcopal Church,
will be the chief consecrator.  To accommodate
the large congregation expected, the service will
be held at New Covenant Church at 7500
Germantown Avenue in Philadelphia.

https://vimeo.com/165093870
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Easter at Trinity
Holy Week at Trinity began with Palm Sunday,
where Father Richard blessed the palms and
included the bell choir and the reading of the
Passion by our congregation.  Because of the
cold weather, we started in the Buchanan
Building instead of our traditional procession
around the block.  A simple mass was held on
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of Holy
Week. Father Richard participated in the Mass
of Collegiality at the Cathedral on Tuesday.

Please visit our Facebook page for pictures of Palm Sunday.

On Maundy Thursday evening, the altar was stripped reverently by the
acolytes and ceremonially washed to represent the tomb - everyone then
processed from the dark and empty church to the Buchanan Building, where
an altar of repose (representing the Garden of Gethsemene) provided an
opportunity for silent reflection.  On Good Friday evening, the senior choir
presented the St. John Passion by John Ferguson.

The joy of Easter Sunday arrived with a full church eager to hear the good
news of the resurrection!  Beautiful flowers and music filled the church,
including a fine brass ensemble and a rousing rendition of Handel's
Halleluiah Chorus.  After the service, the children participated in the annual
Easter egg hunt in the churchyard.  Please visit our Facebook page for
photos (Album One and Album Two).  Many thanks to everyone who helped
make Easter so special!

ECS Spring Cleaning
Thank you to everyone who donated to the ECS spring
cleanup drive. Last chance to donate will be Sunday,
June 12.  Fr. Graff will take the donated items to ECS

headquarters, where they will be organized and distributed to those in need.
Trinity is a long time partner of ECS, and Fr. Robyn serves on its Board of
Trustees.

Food Donations
Trinity will be collecting food donations on an
ongoing basis to support the donation bank at
St. Mark's Frankford.  Chuck McGee is also
researching the possibility of assisting with the
preparation and serving of a fresh meal.  Please
see Chuck or Patty McGee if you have
questions about what types of food donations or
if you would like to participate in a fresh meal
preparation and service.

Girls Friendly Society
Under the direction of Emily Geliebter and Kaitlyn Prete,
we are looking to restart our branch of the Girls Friendly
Society (GFS) this Fall.  GFS is an international, non-
profit organization, affiliated with the Episcopal Church
and is designed to focus on the emotional, physical and
spiritual growth of its members.  Each branch is parish
based with activities that include time for prayer,

https://www.facebook.com/tcophilly/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1326755554005106
https://www.facebook.com/tcophilly/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1336298213050840
https://www.facebook.com/tcophilly/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1334915433189118
http://www.essentialepiscopalministries.org/
http://www.gfsus.org/


community service, arts & crafts, fun, and social activities.  If you know a
young girl or girls (ages 5 and up) who would like to see what GFS has to
offer, please contact Emily Geliebter for more information.

Memorials
Ann Truesdale, 86, passed away on January 18.
Her funeral was held at Trinity on January 25,
and she was interred with her beloved husband
in the Trinity churchyard on April 10. 

Karen Hartranft, 66, passed away on May 31. 
Her funeral was held at Trinity on June 3 and
she was interred with her beloved husband at
Sunset Memorial Park in Feasterville following
the funeral.

May Ann and Karen's souls, and the souls of all the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.

New Office Space
The project to redevelop the 601 Longshore
property is nearing completion.  Blinds have
been installed and we are awaiting the delivery
of rugs and furniture.  Now that we have
received the certificate of occupancy, we are
officially able to move in.  Please see Father
Robyn or any member of the vestry if you'd like
a tour!

Redevelopment Update
A community meeting was held on May 3 in the Parish House auditorium,
which was led by Councilwoman Cherelle Parker.  Approximately 70
neighbors and parishioners attended and presentations were made by
Father Robyn, Richard Soloff, project developer and representatives from
PAL.  We are hopeful that with the completion of this meeting, the project
will move forward through the zoning process.  Please see Father Robyn or
Lorie Henry if you have any questions about this project.

Summer Hours
In order to take advantage of cool temperatures and
maximize attendance, there will be one service at 9am
on Sundays from June 26 thru September 4.  Regular
service times will resume on Kickoff Sunday, September
11.  This change was very well received last year and
even forged some new connections between
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parishioners who typically attend only one of the services. Also, please note
that church office hours from Memorial Day thru Labor Day are Tuesday thru
Thursday, 9am to 1pm.

Trinity Sunday
318 years ago, our forefathers brought forth in
Oxford Township a new church dedicated to the
Holy Trinity.  On this Trinity Sunday, May 22, our
feast of title, we gathered together to celebrate
another year of ministry in this place.  Father
Richard's sermon may be found on his blog.
 Highlights included the US premiere of the
hymn "Smoke Soaks the Sanctum" with hymn
text by Fr. Giuseppe Gagliano, set to the ancient
tune Rouen.  Fr. Giuseppe is a friend of Father

Richard's and priest in the Anglican Church of Canada.  At our annual
picnic, which we held inside because of the weather, we honored Mary
Sampson for 20 years of service as organist & choir master!  We also
recognized the fine work of architect Leila Hamroun who oversaw the design
and construction of the new offices!  Please visit our Facebook page for
pictures of the occasion.

Vestry Highlights
The vestry met on May 1 with the first official piece of
business being the election of Maria Mejia to the vestry. 
The vestry also welcomed Ginny McCracken and Kyle
Tucker into their new roles as vestry members and look
forward to working with all of our new members as we
continue to do the work of Trinity Church Oxford.  The
following officers were elected:  Jason McConomy, as

Accounting Warden, Patty McGee as Secretary, Ray Grossmuller as
Treasurer.

The vestry also formed new committees to better address the needs of the
parish.  Please consider joining a committee.  As you can see below, there
are many ways for you to share in the life and community of Trinity Church,
Oxford.  Please see the committee chair for more information on how you
can help!

Committee Chair Responsibilities
Christian
Education

Lorie Henry Sunday School and Adult Ed programs

Communications
& Tech

Maria Mejia Trinitarian, social media, website and
technology solutions

Community
Involvement

Patty &
Chuck
McGee

Outreach and opportunities for community
engagement

Finance Jason
McConomy

All things financial, including the annual
stewardship drive and budget process

History Ginny
McCracken

Preservation of and education about our
wonderful history

Parish Life Open Strengthening our parish family thru parish
functions, pastoral care, etc.

Property Chuck
Tucker

Buildings & grounds, including the graveyard
and trees
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Schedule of Events
Every Sunday thru June 19, Mass at 8am (spoken) and 10am (with music, followed by coffee hour in
the Buchanan Building)

Sunday, June 26, summer hours begin, one service at 9am (Vestry meeting after coffee hour in the
Buchanan Building)

Every Sunday in July and August, one service at 9am

Saturday, July 16, 11am, Consecration of the 16th Bishop of Pennsylvania, 7500 Germantown Avenue,
Philadelphia, PA

Tuesday, August 16, Calendar Meeting at 6pm in the Rector's new office

Sunday, September 11, Kickoff Sunday, regular hours resume, two services at 8am and 10am

Trinity Church Oxford, 6901 Rising Sun Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19111
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