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From the Rector
My Dear People,

As I write this, we are nearing Labor Day and
the symbolic end of summer.  After a very busy
June (with all the celebrations of 300 years in
our church building), we had a fairly quiet
remainder of the summer.  Many of us travelled
to other states or countries, and I hope
everyone found their trips to be fun and

refreshing.  Most recently, we weathered Hurricane Irene, which did not do
too much damage, thank God.  But, she did remind us that there is work to
be done in the churchyard with our trees.  Several are old and at the end
of their life-span, and need to be trimmed or removed.  We have also
completed renovations made necessary by a pipe break in the ladies'
room of the church. The ladies' room has been refitted and should now be
considered a unisex, handicapped-accessible restroom, something we
have been in need of.  We are also in the beginning phase of planning a
refurbishment of the bell tower-you can read more about this and the choir
room project below.
 
Why do we go to all the trouble needed to care for a three-century old
physical plant?  In part, it is because we want to honor the legacy of those
who came before us.  However, the main reason is you!  It is in our historic
buildings and on our grounds where we meet to worship God and to mark
the milestones of our lives together.  And it is here where many of your
loved ones rest in God and where many of you have chosen to do the
same.  So while it is difficult and expensive to keep the place up, it is vital
to our parish family, and very important to the wider community we serve. 
Could you imagine our neighborhood without the oasis of Trinity?
 
So, I hope that with a good summer rest you are ready to get back in the
swing of things.  Quite simply, you are the lifeblood of our parish.  Without
your time, talents and treasure, we would not be here.  May God bless you
in your service to his Church.  Father Richard
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Sermons

September 11th
Please join us at church on Sunday,
September 11, for a special remembrance of
the tragic events which occurred exactly ten
years ago that day.  In addition to special music
and prayers during the 10am service, the bell
will toll and a moment of silence will be held at
the following times:  8:46am (American flight 11
crashes into the north tower, 1 WTC), 9:02
(United flight 175 crashes into the south tower,
2 WTC), 9:37 (American flight 77 crashes into

the Pentagon), 9:59 (WTC south tower begins to collapse), 10:03 (United
flight 93 crashes into a field in Shanksville, PA), and 10:28 (WTC north
tower begins to collapse).  Even if you can't be with us on this day, please
take some time to remember the victims and their families.

Kickoff Sunday, September 18
Please join us on Sunday, September 18, as we
celebrate the end of summer and officially kick off the
school year.  Church school will begin and a parish
picnic will follow the 10am service.  All are welcome!

Acolyte Meeting
If you are currently an acolyte, or if you would
like to become an acolyte, please attend our
acolyte meeting on Saturday, September 10, at
10:30am in the church.  Acolytes must be at
least eight years old.  It is important that
everyone attend as Father Robÿn would like to
meet with you and review the important duties
and responsibilities that come with serving at
the altar.  We will also fit you for vestments. 
The traditional pizza lunch will follow the
practice and we should be done by noon.

Canning Class
On Sunday, September 18, all are welcome to join
Father Robÿn and our friends from the Simple Way for
an introductory class on canning from noon to 4 pm. 
The class will be held in the parish hall kitchen.  We will
prepare two recipes: one a pickle and the other a jam. 
Everyone will get to take home some of the fruits of our
labors.  If you already have canning skills, please come

and share your experience.  We are also in need of Mason Jars and lid
rings.  Please let Father Robÿn know if you are coming and if you are
bringing anything with you.

Choir Room Repairs
The room and parts of the organ that were flooded
when a pipe burst this summer have been repaired. 
The choir room and bathrooms have been plastered
and painted.  The electronic parts of the organ have
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been moved from the pit to the attic over the choir room.  The women's
bathroom has new tile, a new sink and has been made handicap
accessible.  There is also a new sink in the men's bathroom.   The book
case has been painted and a new one has been ordered.  The only thing
left to do is to sort through the vestments and put the ones that are used
back into the choir room.  Thanks to everyone who helped us with this
project!

Church School
Attention Students and Parents:

Church School classes will start up again on
September 18 and we can't wait!  We are lucky
enough to have a growing Church School
spanning from pre-school through high school. 
Currently, Dottie Orr and I make up the Church
School staff and in order to be able to continue
to provide this wonderful experience to all of
our children, we need your help.

We are desperately in need of Church School teachers to help, particularly
with our pre-school class.  Due to the size and age groups in the Primary
and Secondary Classes, we cannot serve the pre-schoolers unless we
have another teacher.   If you are able and feel called to this important
ministry, please contact the church office, or see me or Dottie at church. 
We have a lot of fun and exciting things planned and look forward to
working with the kids over the next school year!  Lorie Henry, Primary
Class Teacher

Deacon Update
I am continuing to work with Father Jon at St
Mark's Frankford in their ministries that feed
the local folks on Wednesdays and Saturdays. 
This is going well and I am getting to know
many of the parishioners as well as the
guests.  I will be at St Mark's until the end of
the year.  Several local food kitchens and
pantries are shutting their doors because of a
lack of funds.  As the government looks to cut
their spending, let us pray that the most
vulnerable in our society are not the first and

hardest hit.  May we ask ourselves and those in authority, "What would
Jesus cut?"

My seminary studies continue and are, as one might expect, more
challenging than the practical aspects of our training.  I will be doing a 40
hour block of time with the Reverend Megan Sanders at Seamen's Church
Institute in Newark, NJ to round out my social service internship.  I look
forward to participating in this very important ministry.  Peace, Phil

Girls Friendly Society
A message from Emily Geliebter, our parish
representative to the Girls Friendly Society
World Council meeting in Ireland this summer:
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"Getting a chance to go to Ireland was a once
in a lifetime opportunity and it is certainly one
that I will never forget.  Nothing compares to
the friendships made and the adventures we

had.  I could not have asked for a better trip.  Meeting people from all over
the world, from California to Australia, was the greatest experience. 
Interacting with different cultures was amazing and I learned so much, not
only from the business meetings themselves, but simply by having dinner
with someone from another country.  I want to thank everyone who helped
in getting me there, because without you I never would have had such an
amazing opportunity.  There aren't enough thank-you's in the world.  I
could not ask for a better church community; you guys truly are the
greatest.  THANK YOU!" - Emily

Memorials
Two friends of the Trinity community who have long
been on our prayer list passed away this summer. 
Please pray for the happy repose of the souls of Demo
Johns and Cherry Bowles - may they rest in peace. 
Thank you to Mr. and Mrs. Richard Siebert for the
donation in loving memory of Demo Johns.

Mission Trip
Some thoughts from the recent mission trip to
the St. Francis Inn in Kensington:

"Our weekend spent at the St. Francis Inn was
once again fantastic.  Working with the guests
and the individuals that run it is always a
wonderful experience.  During the weekend we

set up and served two dinners, made deliveries, and did any other
miscellaneous chores that were needed.  For those who have not yet
gotten a chance to volunteer at the Inn, you are missing out.  It gives a
new perspective to life and it is genuinely a good time." - Emily
 
"I am always inspired by the way the friars, sisters, lay workers and
volunteers live out the Gospel each day in a concrete way in Kensington. 
They are truly God's eyes and hands and feet here doing his work. It is
often a hard, sometimes discouraging, radical, "in the trenches" ministry
that lends itself to eye opening, life changing experiences.  More often
than not I come away with as much, if not more, than I could have possibly
given." - Phil

Music Ministry
We are pleased to welcome back our Senior
Choir volunteers on September 11, who will be
leading the music for our 9/11 Remembrance
Service.  Our section leaders will be joining us
on October 2 and choir rehearsals will
commence at 8:45am in the Buchanan
Building.  Junior Choir Rehearsals will also
begin on October 2 at 11:45am in the Church
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Choir Room. This is a great time for music, fun, and snacks.  All children
from grades 1-8 are welcome.  The choir sings periodically at the 10am
Mass and on festive occasions.  Bell Choir rehearsals will begin on
Thursday, November 10, and more details will follow later.  New members
are encouraged to join the ranks of each choir - no experience is
necessary and you have the opportunity to learn how to read music, a
valuable skill, while praising God.  We are looking forward to another great
choir season at Trinity.  SOLI DEO GLORIA!  Mary Sampson,
Organist/Choirmaster

Rembrandt and the Face of Jesus
The Philadelphia Museum of Art is exhibiting a
collection of Rembrandt's portraits of Jesus
and other paintings of Biblical stories, August 3
through October 30.  Trinity will be hosting a
parish trip to the museum on Sunday,
September 25, at 1pm.  This exhibit is the
museum's first collaboration with the Louvre
and will be the first time some of the paintings
have ever been seen in the U.S.  The portraits
are reassembled for the first time since they
were in the artist's studio in the 17th century. 

The cost for the exhibit is $25 for adults ($23 for seniors, $20 for students
with ID and kids 13 to 18 years; $12 for kids 5 to 12; free for kids 4 and
younger).  Please bring a bag lunch for after church and we'll carpool to
the Museum to save on parking.  We still have a few tickets left - if
interested, please see Mindy Weaver in Church or email her - checks
made out to Trinity Church Oxford must be to the office no later than
September 14.

The Simple Way
Each year The Simple Way helps children in
the greater Kensington area by giving away
school supply starter kits.  Last year over 500
school supply kits were distributed!  Thanks to
all the Trinity parishioners who helped this year
by donating composition notebooks - the kits

will be distributed on Labor Day from the group's Potter Street location. 
We will continue our partnership with The Simple Way in September as we
together learn the valuable skill of preserving food for the winter (see
Canning Class article above).

Steeple Project
The Vestry has awarded Atkinson Steeplejack
a contract to do major work on the steeple, roof
and gutters down to the roof line around the
bell tower.   This includes the eight louvers and
screening, as well as the up-lights on the
steeple.  There will be a meeting at 7pm on
September 15 in the Buchanan Building for

everyone in the congregation to learn more about this project and how we
can all help to make it a reality.
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Summer Coverage
I would like to thank Father John Wallace and Father
Charles Carter for celebrating and preaching while I
was away on vacation this summer.  I hope everyone
had some extra time to spend with friends and family
during these past few months and I look forward to
seeing you all after Labor Day.  Father Richard

Vestry Highlights
The Vestry had a special meeting regarding the steeple
in August (see related article above) and has also
decided at this time that we are not ready to host the
Northeast Housing Coalition at Trinity.  Our next regular
monthly meeting will be at 7pm on Monday, September
19, in the Buchanan Building.  We will also have a
Vestry Retreat at St. John's Huntingdon Valley from

8:30am to 12:30pm on Saturday, September 24.  St. John's is located at
1333 Old Welsh Road in Huntingdon Valley.

Calendar and Your Feedback
Please visit the interactive online calendar on our website that allows you to view events at Trinity
by week or month, and in a variety of formats.  You can also print out the calendar in a way that
works best for you.  Please also email any input for the October Trinitarian to me by September 27. 
Cheers, Pete (your Trinitarian editor)
 
Upcoming Events
 
Every Sunday, Mass at 8am (spoken) and 10am (with music and church school during the service,
followed by coffee hour in the Buchanan Building)
 
Saturday, September 10, Acolyte Meeting at 10:30am in the Church
 
Sunday, September 11, Special Day of Remembrance
 
Wednesday, September 14, Wardens' Meeting at 9:30am in the Office
 
Thursday, September 15, Steeple Meeting at 7pm in the Buchanan Building - all are welcome!
 
Sunday, September 18, Kickoff Sunday, Church School begins, Parish Picnic after the 10am
service, Canning Class from noon to 4pm
 
Monday, September 19, Vestry Meeting at 7pm in the Buchanan Building
 
Wednesday, September 21, Finance Meeting at 7pm in the Office
 
Thursday, September 22, Preconvention Hearings at 7pm
 
Saturday, September 24, Vestry Retreat from 8:30am to 12:30pm at St. John's Huntingdon Valley
 
Sunday, September 25, "Rembrandt and the Face of Jesus" at the Philadelphia Art Museum
 
Tuesday, September 27, Stewardship Meeting at 7pm in the Buchanan Building

Forward email
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