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From the Rector
Jesus was born of the Virgin Mary in a stable in
Bethlehem; he was a wise prophet, teacher, and
healer; he showed us how to live with God and
one another; he was killed by an angry mob. 
These are the facts of his earthly life, but
believing in them alone does not make one a
Christian.

Any one of us can easily recite the Nicene
Creed, which deals (mostly) with just who and
what Jesus is, and how he relates to the other

persons of the Trinity.  "On the third day he rose again, according to the
scriptures," is just one line among many, and it can get lost in the shuffle of
words and ideas.  But stop and think about that one line.  That's what makes
us Christians.
 
As we conclude our Lenten observance, we prepare to walk with Jesus to
the Garden of Gethsemane, to the Upper Room, to the cross and the tomb,
where through word and sacrament we will witness the unfolding of our very
salvation.  We will witness the prophet become the Lamb of God, the one
oblation of himself once offered, the eternal sacrifice that opened the
kingdom of heaven to all believers.
 
Just as we will gather in sorrow at the foot of the cross, so too will we greet
with joy our Lord's resurrection at the empty tomb on Easter Day.  We are
indeed people of the Resurrection-we are Christians!  Easter, our triumphant
holy day, is our time to bask in God's eternal radiance, to give thanks for a
love so great that it was willing to go to the cross for our salvation, and for a
love so strong that even death could not conquer it!
 
May your faith in the Resurrection, that thing that makes you a Christian, be
renewed and refreshed this Eastertide, and may the promise of new and
eternal life, mirrored in the beauty of spring, fill your hearts with God's love.
 
Father Richard

Annual Meeting
Our Annual Parish Meeting is coming up on April 27.  At the
meeting, we will be electing three Vestry persons to serve,
three delegates to Diocesan Convention in November, and
three Pennypack Deanery Delegates.  Vestry members must
be confirmed Episcopalians at least 21 years of age who
have been members of Trinity Church Oxford for at least two
years.  They must be regular in attendance at worship and
pledge to the work of the church.  The Vestry is an important
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Sermons

pledge to the work of the church.  The Vestry is an important
ministry of leadership without which our parish simply could not function. 
Please prayerfully consider service on the Vestry, and pray for those who
currently serve.

Easter Memorials
If you would like to contribute to the beautiful music and
flowers that fill our church at Easter, envelopes are
available in the church or you may send a check to the
office no later than April 14.  Please be sure to note the
loved one in whose memory or thanksgiving the donation
is given.

Girls Friendly Society
GFS members will be putting together Easter baskets for
the children of St. Mark's Frankford.  The members will
be meeting on three Tuesdays in April at 7pm in the
Children's House - April 8, April 22 and April 29.  On April
22, GFS members from Emmanuel Resurrection will visit
to discuss joining forces.  On May 3, the girls will
participate in the GFS Day Celebration at the Church of

the Holy Spirit in Harleysville.

Gospel of Freedom
During the season of Lent, Bishop Dan has invited all of
the clergy of the diocese to read the book, Gospel of
Freedom, along with him and to share it with their
parishioners.  The book's author, Jonathan Rieder,
examines Martin Luther King, Jr.'s "Letter from
Birmingham Jail" as one of the masterpieces of American
moral argument.

You are invited to read the book and join us on April 2
and 9 at 6:30pm, where we will share a meal, discuss the

book and watch the American Experience episodes entitled, "1964."  That
was a year in which many things changed.  Those who lived through it have
a lot to share with those who didn't.

Lent at Trinity
Each Wednesday in Lent, we will celebrate the
Holy Eucharist in the traditional manner at 10am
in the Church.  All are welcome!  Please note
that throughout Lent we will be using Rite I
(traditional language, remember your thee's and
thy's) and Father Richard will celebrate at the
altar facing east, the ancient tradition of the
priest and people all praying toward the rising
sun, a symbol of our shared hope in the
Resurrection.

Lenten Cantata
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Lenten Cantata
On Sunday, March 30, the senior choir presented "Jesu Meine Freude," a
sacred cantata by Dietrich Buxtehude based on the hymn tune "Jesus, Joy
and Treasure."  It featured beautiful solos by our section leaders Noel
Williams, Thomas J. Capobianco and Clint Williams.  Many thanks to all of
our senior choir members and everyone who supports the music program,
one of Trinity's most cherished treasures.  Please visit our Facebook page
for more pictures of this special occasion.

Lenten Learning
Over the past few weeks, we've been taking a look at life
in the ancient Roman Empire, where Christianity had its
beginnings.  This learning was capped off with a field trip
by 16 parishioners to the Franklin Institute to view the

exhibit, "One Day in Pompeii", on March 30.

Lenten Outreach
Please pick up a mite box or a Lenten offering envelope
in the church and support this year's giving to Episcopal
Community Services for Philadelphians in need.

Memorials
Matilda J. Lewis died at Paul's Run retirement community
in Philadelphia on April 4 at the age of 91.  She was
married at Trinity many years ago and her funeral will
take place in the church on Monday, April 7.  May her
soul, and the souls of all the faithful departed, through
the mercy of God, rest in peace.

Music Ministry
As the season of Lent quickly comes to a close, our
choirs are preparing for the Holy Week and Easter
liturgies.  We will be sharing special music on Palm
Sunday, Maundy Thursday and Good Friday.  The bell
choir will ring on Palm Sunday (before the procession
and reading of the Passion) and the music for the
Service of Tenebrae on Good Friday evening, "A Service

of Darkness" by Dale Wood, promises to be particularly moving.  On Easter
Sunday, our Senior Choir and Brass Ensemble will present festive music
during the 10am service, with the traditional finale of "The Hallelujah
Chorus."  Soli Deo Gloria!  Mary Sampson, Organist/Choirmaster

Vestry Highlights
At the March meeting of the Vestry, we were updated on the
status of the 6901 Rising Sun Ave redevelopment project by
the committee's co-chairs.  We also heard from the
nominations committee regarding the upcoming vestry
election, and made arrangements for the annual meeting of

the Corporation of Trinity Church Oxford, which will take place on April 27. 
Routine matters of finance and property were also discussed.  The next
meeting of the Vestry will take place after the Annual Meeting.

Holy Week and Easter
Palm Sunday
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Palm Sunday
Holy Week commemorates the last week of the earthly
life of Jesus as recorded in the Canonical gospels.  It
begins with Palm Sunday, April 13, where at both the
8am and 10am Mass, we will remember the triumphal
entry of Jesus into Jerusalem as well as the agony of the
Passion that he was about to endure.  The 10am service

will feature the Bell Choir, a traditional procession, and the reading of the
Passion will include members of the congregation.  Please visit our website
for pictures of Holy Week from last year.

Monday thru Wednesday
A simple Mass will be said daily in the church - at 10am on Monday, April
14; at 7pm on Tuesday, April 15; and at 10am on Wednesday, April 16.
Also, at 11am on Tuesday, April 15, Father Richard will be participating in a
renewal of ordination vows led by Bishop Dan, at the Philadelphia Cathedral
- all are welcome to attend.

Maundy Thursday
On Maundy Thursday, April 17, at 7pm, we will
commemorate the Last Supper of Jesus Christ in which
he instituted the Holy Eucharist.  After communion, the
altar will be stripped by the acolytes and ceremonially
washed to represent the tomb that will receive Christ's
body on Good Friday.  The reserved Sacrament will then
be taken in procession to the Altar of Repose in the

Buchanan Building, which will represent the Garden of Gethsemene, where
Jesus asked his disciples "Could you not wait with me one hour?"  The
Buchanan Building will remain open until 10pm for silent prayer and
reflection before the Blessed Sacrament.

Good Friday
Good Friday is the day we observe the crucifixion and
death of Jesus Christ.  In order to accommodate people's
busy schedules, our service will begin at 7pm on Friday,
April 18, and will blend the traditional Good Friday
ceremony with the ancient service of Tenebrae (Latin for
"shadows" or "darkness"), an evening service held during
the Triduum (the last three days of Holy Week), where

candles are gradually extinguished typifying the apparent victory of the
forces of evil, but then a loud noise, symbolizing the Resurrection, is made
and the light of one candle, symbol of the Lord, guides the faithful to depart
in silence.

The Good Friday Offering has been a source of support, love and hope for
the people of the Episcopal Church in Jerusalem and the Middle East.  This
is the 91st year that the National Church offers the opportunity to give our
thanks and commitment to the church of Jerusalem as they continue to work
toward justice, reconciliation and peace.  Through our support of these
churches we are helping to realize God's vision of peace throughout this
area.  More information about this ministry can be found online.  Special
envelopes will be available in church that day or you can send your offering
to the church office and mark it for Good Friday Offering.

Easter Sunday
There will be two festive masses on Easter
Sunday, April 20.  The 8am mass will be a
simple, yet joyful, spoken service.  The 10am
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simple, yet joyful, spoken service.  The 10am
mass will include special music and feature a
Brass Ensemble along with our Senior Choir.

Following the 10am service, we will have our
annual Easter Egg Hunt in the churchyard for
children of all ages.  Bring your own basket or
we can provide you with a bag - remember to

check your eggs for slips that let you know you can collect a prize!

Visit our website for pictures of last year's festivities.  Please invite a friend
or neighbor to attend - everyone is welcome at Trinity, especially to share in
the joy of Easter Sunday!

Calendar and Your Feedback
Please visit our interactive online calendar on our website that allows you to view events at Trinity by
week or month, and in a variety of formats.  You can also print out the calendar in a way that works
best for you.  Please also email any input for the May Trinitarian to me before April 27.  Cheers, Pete
(your Trinitarian editor)
 
Schedule of Events
 
Every Sunday, Mass at 8am (spoken) and 10am (with music and church school during the service,
followed by coffee hour in the Buchanan Building)
 
Every Sunday, Senior Choir Rehearsal at 8:45am in the Buchanan Building
 
Wednesday, April 2, traditional Holy Eucharist (spoken) at 10am in the Church
 
Wednesday, April 2, pot-luck Lenten meal and "Gospel of Freedom" discussion at 6:30pm in the
Buchanan Building (please bring a simple dish to pass)
 
Saturday, April 5, Property Cleanup Day, meet at 9:30am in the churchyard
 
Sunday, April 6, The Fifth Sunday in Lent
 
Tuesday, April 8, Women of Trinity meet at noon in the Buchanan Building
 
Tuesday, April 8, GFS meeting at 7pm in the Children's House
 
Wednesday, April 9, traditional Holy Eucharist (spoken) at 10am in the Church
 
Wednesday, April 9, pot-luck Lenten meal and "Gospel of Freedom" discussion at 6:30pm in the
Buchanan Building (please bring a simple dish to pass)
 
Thursday, April 10, Father Richard leads morning prayer at 9am at the Philadelphia Protestant Home

Thursday, April 10, Bell Choir Rehearsal at 7:30pm in the Church
 
Palm Sunday, April 13, Mass at 8am (spoken) and 10am (with bell choir and procession)
 
Monday, April 14, Mass at 10am in the Church
 
Tuesday, April 15, Renewal of Ordination Vows at 11am in the Philadelphia Cathedral
 
Tuesday, April 15, Mass at 7pm in the Church
 
Wednesday, April 16, Mass at 10am in the Church
 
Maundy Thursday, April 17, liturgy at 7pm in the Church followed by solemn stripping of the Altar
 
Good Friday, April 18, service of Tenebrae at 7pm in the Church
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Easter Sunday, April 20, Mass (spoken) at 8am, Mass (with special music) at 10am followed by Easter
egg hunt in the churchyard
 
Tuesday, April 22, GFS meeting at 7pm in the Children's House
 
Thursday, April 24, Bell Choir Rehearsal at 7:30pm in the Church
 
Sunday, April 27, Annual Meeting after the 10am service (Vestry meeting follows the Annual meeting)
 
Tuesday, April 29, GFS meeting at 7pm in the Children's House
 
Saturday, May 3, GFS Day at Church of the Holy Spirit in Harleysville
 
Sunday, May 4, Choir Recognition Sunday 
 
Sunday, May 18, Church School celebration
 
Pentecost Sunday, June 8, 8am and 10am
 
Trinity Sunday, June 15, annual picnic after the 10am service
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